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ALL FOR RACIAL JUSTICE 



It is a long long way from Jamaica to a garden in an English 
village. Yet Beverley Ruddock (pictured) has not only completed 
the journey but done it with great success and much good 
humour. Arriving as anl8-year-old to train as a nurse, she went 
on to become a teacher and eventually an educational pyscholo- 
gist. She i$ also a committed Christian, and the knowledge that 
God is with her has has kept her going where others might well 
have given up. Being black, she says, is not always easy, but she 
was warmly welcomed in her village church and has adjusted to 
her new way of life. A Methodist by upbringing, she decided last 
year to be Confirmed into the Church of England alongside her 
youngest son. 

You can read more about what God means in Beverley’s life, on 
page 2. She is one of a several members of the Diocesan Race 


Group who have contributed to this issue of The DOOR to 
celebrate our rainbow-coloured Church. Anna Thompson-Betts 
gives her view of racial issues (page 3), Okon Ironbar is the guest 
reporter for a Parish Profile of St Matthew’s, Reading (page 19) 
and Moussa Conteh writes an article for Christian Aid Week 
(page 5). 

And did you know that in Oxford there is a Chinese Church, a 
group of Asian Christians and a Pakistani Bishop who is also a 
poet Read all about them and the Diocese’s new Black priest on 
pages 10-11. Not, however, before you have turned to Bishop 
Patrick Kalilombe’s gentle reminder on page 9 that God is giving 
us a second chance to redeem our history. There is also the Earth 
Summit, a new Archbishop in Zaire, and a new black priest and 
a new Archdeacon in the Diocese. All inside The DOOR. 



Sharing the Good News in the Decade of Evangelism 


T wo and a half million people cannot walk our streets without 
the risk of insult or attack because of the colour of their skin, 
said Robin Richardson, Director of the Runnymede Trust. 
He was speaking on the theme of ‘Christianity and Racial Justice: 
rebuilding and restoring’ at the conference of Evangelical Christians 
for Racial Justice in Aylesbury on April 4. 


“Oi, Paki, wotcha doin’ m our 
country? Go back to where you 
belong, ” taunted a group of boys 
as they harassed a teenage Asian 
girl on the streets of a British city 
last year. Afterwards she turned 
her experience into a poem, us- 
ing these opening lines, which 
was quoted by Robin Richard- 
son. 

But incidents like this were only 
the tip of the iceberg, he said. 
Besides direct violence there was 
the ‘structural oppression’ of 
overcrowding, inadequate health 
care and the division of families, 
which disproportionately affect- 
ed black and Asian communi- 
ties. 

Unless we were prepared to 
challenge certain prevalent no- 
tions of what it is to be British, 
not much could be done about 
dismantling oppressive struc- 
tures and restoring justice. 

. So it is important for Christians 
to be involved in political work 
which leads to justice and the 
ending of oppression, and to 
question the government on is- 
sues of race equality and cultural 
diversity. But action and prayer 
needed to go together, said Rob- 
g - in Richardson. 

° Liberation theology had more 
g to teach us than “the pieties of 
o the mainstream churches”, but 
| the trouble was that it divided 
| people into the oppressed and 
the oppressors, whereas these 


Conference Report 

roles were often interchangea- 
ble. Instead, he said we needed a 
theology and a prayer life about 
making space for others — 
“about the unheroic and ordi- 
nary tasks of maintaining social 
fabrics of fairness and courtesy 
in good repair”.” 

It is no accident, he said, that 
the young writer of the poem 
was a Muslim, because anti-Is- 
lamic feeling was a virulent and 
growing form of racism. “There 
is a project in current culture.to 
narrow down the concept of Brit- 
ishness to imply white people 
only. A sinister aspect of this 
project is to narrow Britishness 
also to Christianity.” 

He ended with a quote from the 
Archbishop of Canterbury’s let- 
ter declining to become patron 
of the Church’s Ministry among 
Jews: “The Church of England 
is called in our day to work for 
good and harmonious commu- 
nity relations. There is potential 
for much trouble here in our 
country if we ignore the need to 
nurture trust across boundaries 
of faith communities.” 

The Runnymede Trust is an 
organisation set up to improve 
race relations in Britain and to 
combat racial prejudice. Robin 
Richardson is a member of St 
Mary Magdalene, Woodstock. 


A unique shop, to excite the senses: 

Rugs, quilts, cushions, containers, lighting. 



And more. 

Craft made; skilfully designed; affordable. 


OXFORD: KING EDWARD ST (JUST OFF HIGH) 
WOODSTOCK: ON THE A44 
CHELTENHAM: REGENT ARCADE 
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ALLAN WARDLE 
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All types of clock restoration and 
repair, including dial and case repairs. 

Specialising in Longcase (Grandfather) 
Carriage and Striking clocks 
Collection and delivery available. 

Ickford (0844) 339445 

(Two miles from Junction 7 on M40) 
Chapel Cottage, Sheldon Road 
Ickford, Nr Aylesbury 
Bucks, HP 18 9HY 






Ml^SIC 

OXFORD 


Thursday 28 May Dorchester Abbey 7.30pm 

MARIONETTE MIRACLE PLAY 

The Way to St Bernard 

An Astonishing production re-creating the events and 
miracles of the 12th century life of St Bernard that has 
fascinated and moved audiences throughout Europe. 
"A light shines from this production". 

Tickets and information: 0865 791222 
Oxford Box Office at Dillons the Bookstore 


Cotswold Wildlife Park'! 


BURFORD, OXFORDSHIRE 



TEL: 0993 82 3006 


A World of Wild Animals 
In 200 beautiful acres of 
gardens and woodland 

PLUS: 

• Adventure Playground • 

• Picnic Areas • 

• Narrow Gauge Railway • 

• Brass Rubbing Centre • 

• Bar & Restaurant • 

Open Daily from 10 am to 6 pm 

Just off the A40 and A361 junction 
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THE "MELBUBY" HOTEL FOB THE DISABLED 

Cranborne Road, Swanage, Dorset Telephone: Swanage (0929) 422477 

We specialise in holiday catering. In our friendly atmosphere, you may enjoy a 
break away from it all. Or, you may wish to convalesce after illness or operation, 
and recuperate to fitness. We are accustomed to sympathising with guests’ medical 
and personal problems. The hotel enjoys a good relationship with local G.P’s and 
hospitals. 

We can arrange transport through the Transaid Trust, with its wheelchair-lift 
fitted ambulances. Prices for collecting and returning you from your home are 
available on request. 

You will be welcome from 3pm on the day of your arrival; rooms should be 
vacated by 10am on the day you depart. Bookings are generally from Saturday to 
Saturday. 

The MelburyPrivate hotel is a delightful, friendly hotel. It is within easy reach of 
the holiday attractions at Swanage — just three minutes from the sea, the shops and 
the theatre. 

It has a pleasant dining room with an excellent standard of cuisine. In the three 
spacious lounges, colour television and bar facilities are available, a variety of 
entertainment from coach outings to sing-songs, bingo to theatre visits are 
organised. All bedrooms have hot and cold running water. The hotel has its own car 
park, free to guests. 




n 


nb 


1 Wide entrance doors on level ground. 

2 All internal doors minimum 30in wide. 

3 Dining room and lounges on ground floor with access to ground floor toilets and 
bathroom. 

4 Licensed bar. 

5 Lifts for wheelchairs to first floor and second floor for more able guests. 

6 Bedrooms: 6 ground floor and 13 first floor rooms suitable for wheelchair 
disabled. Second floor bedrooms for more able guests. 

7 Delightful gardens and patios expressly designed for your enjoyment. 

8 Open all year — reduced out of season rates — Christmas and New Year festive 
packages a speciality. 

9 Ambulance with wheelchair lift for outings. Loaned by the TRANSAID TRUST. 

10 Satellite TV available. 
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BOOK EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


WYNDHAM 

HOUSING 

ASSOCIATION 

Self-Contained single 
unfurnished one bedroom Flats 

In North Oxford for retired persons 

FOR SALE OR RENT 

24 HOUR WARDEN SERVICE 
2 MEALS PER DAY SERVED TO 
INDIVIDUAL FLATS 
All enquiries to the Administrator 
Wyndham House, Plantation Road, 
Oxford OX2 6JJ 

Telephone Oxford 511239 

(Monday and Wednesday) 


Knowing Him in stillness 


4 As Christians, helping other people is what we should be 
doing. That’s what Jesus did. That’s what drives me. My 
mother was a good example to me. She was a Methodist, and 
she saw her Christianity as part of her life. She was the sort of person 
people came to when they needed support or a listening ear. So our 
house was always full of people coming and going. I admired her 
tremendously, and always wanted to be like her. 

In the Caribbean, Sunday school meant going twice a day. We loved 
it because all our friends went, and it was very jolly with a lot of 
singing and clapping. Church wasn’t staid and serious, either, and 
when I came to England I didn’t go to church for years because I found 
the services I attended quite incomprehensible. I never lost my faith 
though, because I nev x considered that going to church was what 
Christianity was all about. I thought it was the way you lived, the way 
you saw God, and your relationship with Him — and I have always 
felt that He was my best. friend. 

Qod in the life of... 


Ever since I came to live in 
Binfield 14 years ago, I have 
attended church regularly and 
become very involved. Now that 
I have got used to the services 
I’m quite happy. But although 
it’s enjoyable and spiritually val- 
uable to be worshipping with 
other people, most of my wor- 
ship happens when I’m sitting 
quietly by myself. 

I seem to have religious experi- 
ences all the time which reaffirm 
my faith. For example, when my 
first child was bom it was such a 
miracle, and made ihe feel so 
humble and unimportant, and re- 
ally realise how powerful God 
was to give someone the gift of 
new life. 

I pray about everything that I 
do. Psychologists have to make 
firm decisions in order to make 
things better for young people, 
and quite often, because of re- 
sources and other factors, your 
hands are tied and it is difficult to 
bring about the changes you want 
for that young person. You can 
feel quite disheartened. How do 
I say no to this child, and take on 
that one for counselling? 

I know I’m a strong person, but 
I feel that my strength comes 
from my belief in God, and from 


Beverley 

Ruddock 

the time out which I absolutely 
must have. When I was young I 
spent a lot of time with an aunt 
and uncle who lived in the coun- 
try. My aunt encouraged me to 
read the Bible in the evenings. A 
passage that has assumed a par- 
ticular importance for me is: “Be 
still and know that I am God”. I 
leave for work quite early choos- 
ing routes along country lanes 
and have that time for reflect- 
ing. At weekends I am usually 
up and about well before my 
family and I am able to to sit 
quietly looking out at the garden 
and in this stillness I feel very 
close to God. A year ago I took 
myself off to a tiny hotel in York, 
and spent a week there by my- 
self, walking and thinking. 
There is always a problem about 
being black. It’s not just one 
experience. When you live in a 
village for 14 years when every- 
one knows you, it is possible to 
forget that racism can be hurtful 
and harmful, because you don’t 
encounter it much. Everyone 
knows you. You’re ju$t Bever- 


Beverley Ruddock was born in Jamaica . At 18 she came to England 
to train as a nurse and midwife. When her youngest son was two, she 
studied for a psychology degree at Reading University. After teaching 
at Bracknell College for two years, she completed a post-graduate 
certificate in Education at Bulmershe College, and taught at a Slough 
middle school before training as an educational psychologist at Uni- 
versity College, London. She now practises with the LEA in High 
Wycombe. She has also been a bereavement counsellor for CRUSE, 
and has run a local authority evening course on ‘Coping Alone’. She 
is on the PCC of St Mark’s and All Saints, Binfield, near Reading, 
where she lives with her husband, Ray and three sons aged 11 to 18. 



ley, Ray and the children. But 
when you go outside the village, 
and you suddenly realise that 
someone’s made an assumption 
about you because you’re black, 
it pulls you up short and you stop 
and think: “Yes, this is what so 
many people are encountering 
all the time, every day.” 

I am able to forgive them, but I 
wonder whether it would be so 
easy if I lived somewhere else, 
say inner London, where it was 
happening to me all the time. 

It’s hard to know what to say to 
black people who may not feel 
accepted in their church. I have 
managed to make a life for my- 
self here, partly because I have 
an enormously strong sense of 
self. In the Caribbean I went to a 
school where the teachers told 
us: “You can be anything you 
want to be if you work hard”, but 
I don’t think black children here 
get that kind of message, so they 
lack confidence and belief in 
themselves. 

I won’t ever forget something 
that happened to me before I 
started my teacher training. I 
went with a friend to a school 
where she teaches, just to have 
some experience in the class- 
room. The teacher had said: 
“Mrs Ruddock is with us for the 
day because she is going to be a 
teacher, and she has come to see 
what lovely children I have got 
in my class.” At the end of the 
session a little black girl ap- 
proaching five went up to the 
teacher and said: “Did you say 
that lady is going to be a teacher? 
I didn’t know black people could 


be teachers.” I feel the Church 
should speak out more about rac- 
ism. I am the Link Person for the 
Diocese of Oxford to the Com- 
mittee for Black Anglican Con- 
cerns. When I meet people from 
other parishes I talk about rac- 
ism in the Church, and ask wheth- 
er there are any black people in 
their congregations. And quite 
often I get the reply that they 
don’t have any problems because 
“We don’t have any black peo- 
ple in our church”. Thinking 
that just because there aren’t any 
black people in their church they 
don’t have to think about racism 
is quite sad. Besides, I think black 
people can bring more of their 
own sunny natures and liveli- 
ness to the Church. 

I started to go to church here 
because I was made welcome. I 
attended a fellow parishioner in 
hospital soon after she had been 
delivered of her third child. Dur- 
ing our conversation we realised 
that we both lived in Binfield. I 
explained that I had only recent- 
ly moved. She replied “Well you 
must come to church and to our 
coffee morning.” She took me 
under her wing, and everybody 
else took over where she left off. 
I went to the family service with 
the children, and began to attend 
all the services. Only last March 
I was confirmed by the Bishop 
of Reading along with my young- 
est son, the two older boys hav- 
ing preceded me by several years. 
After all that waiting I was 
absolutely certain that I 
wanted to commit myself 
to this Church. 



Jkobitt JStattce 

ORGAN BUILDER 

Re-builds, restorations, regular tuning and maintenance visits 
6 SUNNYMEDE AVENUE, CHESHAM, BUCKS HP5 3LE 
Telephone: 0494-785118 
Member Incorporated Society of Organ Builders 
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Tailors and Mercers 


Capes/Cassocks (made to measure, fitted out on premises). 
Stocks - Vestocks - Cottas - Collars (Plastic or Linen), Shirts (Black, 
Grey or Blue), Academic Gowns, Hoods and Choir Robes. 

Ready to wear Cassocks from £40. 
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SUMMER SAVERS 

Malaga 

£95 

Dalaman 

£149 

Alicante 

£95 

Palma 

£95 

Tenerife. 

£125 

Lanza rote 

£129 

Cyprus 

£139 

New York/Toronto 

£229 

Bangkok/Singapore 

£395 

Australia 

£625 

Orlando/Miami 

£245 Child £145 

0905 23978/25269 

Retail Agents for ATOL 


You can be assured of our personal attention to cut, fit and quality. 

Please call or telephone us at: 

119 HIGH STREET, OXFORD 0X1 4BX 

k TELEPHONE: 242756 

. ■ 


STOKE ROW 

STEAM RALLY & FAVRE 

Saturday 13th & Sunday 14th June 
near Nuffield, South Oxon 

• Traction Engines 0 Vintage Vehicles • 

• Sideshows 0 Stalls 0 Craftstands 0 
0 Refreshments 0 Licensed Bar 0 
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Going out with joy 


The institutionalised Churches were not coping 
with the spiritual needs of today; new approaches 
were urgently needed to reawaken religion in the 
lives of others, the Bishop of Oxford told a confer- 
ence in Windsor on the subject of ‘The Reawaken- 
ing of Religion’. 

The event was organised by the King George VI 
and Queen Elizabeth Foundation of St Catharine’s 
— a Christian Educational Trust set up to arrange 
forums of thought for students from Britain and the 
Commonwealth. 

The conference focused on whether there was a 
renewed vitality and interest in religion in Great 


Britain and, if there was, what impact it was having 
on society. It took place against the background of 
recent findings by Gallup Polls which show just 
over half the population consider themselves reli- 
gious — although the figure is significantly higher 
in Northern Ireland. 

The Bishop said that the Churches were in an 
excellent position to launch new initiatives like the 
popular new ‘Joy’ services in Oxford, which are 
attracting up to 150 young people every week. 
These late night candle-lit services at SS Mary and 
John in Cowley successfully combine live music 
with prayer and worship. 


West Berks base for 
new archdeacon 


The Archdeacon of Berkshire, 
the Venerable David Griffiths, 
is to retire at the end of October. 
His successor will be the Revd 
Michael Hill, currently Rector 
of St Leonard, Chesham Bois. 
Dr Griffiths has been Archdea- 
con of Berkshire since 1987. He 
was recently awarded a Doctor- 
ate by Reading University fol- 
lowing his thesis on translations 
of the Book of Common Prayer 
— the culmination of 30 years 
work which included losing most 
of his research at one stage be- 
cause of a computer error. 

Bom in 1927 and educated at 
Worcester College, Oxford, and 
Lincoln Theological College, he 
was ordained Deacon in 1958 to 
be Curate of St Matthew’s, 
Northampton. He joined the staff 
of the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge (SPCK) 
inl961, and six years later be- 
came Incumbent of the Minster 
Parishes surrounding Lincoln 
Cathedral where he was Vice- 
Chancellor and Librarian. 

From 1973 to 1987 he was 
Rector of Windsor, and in 1977 
was made Chaplain to the Queen. 
He was Rural Dean of Maiden- 
head from 1977 to 1982 and 
again from 1984 to 1987 when 
he was appointed Archdeacon 
of Berkshire. For five years he 
was a Canon of Christ Church. 
The Bishop of Oxford, the Right 



The Revd Michael Hill 


Revd Richard Harries, has ex- 
pressed warm appreciation of the 
Archdeacon’s role in caring for 
his clergy and for his enormous 
amount of work behind the 
scenes, particularly on behalf of 
prisoners as Chairman of the 
Order and Law group. Bishop 
Richard has also announced that 
Dr Griffiths will be appointed 
Archdeacon Emeritus on his re- 
tirement, when he and his wife 
Joan move to Lincoln. 

The new Archdeacon, Michael 
Hill, a Mancunian, followed a 
short career in business before 
training for ordination at Brast- 
ed Place Theological College and 
Ridley Hall, Cambridge. After 
serving curacies in Croydon and 
Slough he came to Chesham Bois 
in 1983, and six years later was 
appointed Rural Dean. 


He has visited growing church- 
es in the USA, and in i989 spent 
three months with his family in 
Australia, ministering in subur- 
ban Sydney. His speaking min- 
istry has taken him throughout 
this -country and to Switzerland 
and Poland. He recently broad- 
cast for the BBC World Service. 

Michael Hill comes from the 
evangelical wing of the Church, 
and among his priorities are 
teaching and preaching, young 
people and the pastoral care of 
clergy. The former Archdeaon 
lived in Reading, but the new 
Archdeacon will be moving with 
his family to Newbury in order 
to give a greater presence to the 
west of the Archdeaconry which 
not only includes west Berkshire 
but extends north to include Ab- 
ingdon, Wantage and Faringdon. 


Winning cause 

A sponsored hockey match at 
which the Bishop of Oxford 
scored the winning goal raised 
£14,000 towards the Church 
Urban Fund, and the Oxford 
Diocese itself raised more than 
£500. Members of the Oxford 
Diocese will attending a day’s 
celebration of drama, music and 
candlelight at York Minster on 
May 13 to celebrate CUF’s fourth 
anniversary. 



Two mission society representa- 
tives went ‘on safari’ recently to 
Reading deanery, to learn what 
is being done by churches there. 
Gill Poole, Area Secretary for 
CMS (Church Missionary Soci- 
ety), and Janet Hodgson, Area 
Secretary for USPG (United 
Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel), wanted to get a bet- 
ter picture of the Christian out- 
reach (and geography !) of Read- 
ing — the largest Deanery in 
England. “We were introduced 
to projects all working ecumen- 
ically with volunteeers; dedicat- 
ed people working quietly away 
and rooting their commitment 
firmly in the Gospel,” said Gill.. 

A small group which included 
Jeremy Anderson, Evangelism 


One of the biggest open air ren- 
derings of Handel’s Messiah 
takes place in Oxford in May. 

Oxfam is organising the ‘sing- 
in’ at the Oxford United Football 
ground to coincide with its 50th 
anniversary and the 250th anni- 
versary of the celebrated orato- 
rio. Music societies, school 
choirs and well known soloists 
will be accompanied by the City 
of Oxford Orchestra. 

The sponsored sing is to raise 
money for the Oxfam Water Pro- 
gramme in developing countries, 
and prizes are being awarded to 
the school collecting the highest 
sponsorship total and the pupil 
raising the highest individual 


Enabler for the Deanery, ar- 
ranged an intensive three-day 
programme. Gill and Janet met 
managers and teams of projects 
in Newtown (Communicare 
based on St Stephen’s and St 
John’s), Hamble Court (housing 
for the homeless on land owned 
by St Giles’), the drop-in centre 
for homeless people at St Sav- 
iour’s (also owned by St Giles’); 
Feed the Children, who pack 
assorted donations for distribu- 
tion to (predominately) East- 
ern European countries, The Link 
coffee shop at Tilehurst, a pleas- 
ant informal place for the com- 
munity, and finally stoppped at 
the University Chaplaincy cen- 
tre. On Saturday there was a 
workshop in St Andrew ’s, Caver- 


sum. The water programme pro- 
vides vital sanitation and clean 
water in refugee camps. 

Oxfam is appealing for Church 
choirs to join the massed choirs. 
They should contact Anne Bal- 
lard (0865 313426). 

Resourceful 

This year’s Christian Resources 
exhibition, at Sandown Park, 
from May 19-22, will emphasise 
youth training and evangelism. 
It will bring together the oppor- 
tunities, products and services 
available to Christians of all de- 
nominations and keep visitors 
up to date with new ideas and 
contacts. Details : 0844 42894. 


sham, when Janet and Gill led 
study on listening to Christians 
from others parts of the world. 

“At the University we learnt 
that out of 10,000 students 2,000 
are from overseas, ’’said Gill. 
“Some local churches already 
support the University chaplain- 
cy work significantly, but in the 
next two terms we will be dis- 
cussing ways of developing work 
with the Chaplain, CMS mem- 
bers , the churches and current 
overseas students.” 

Pictured (left to right): Jeremy 
Anderson , Gill Poole , and Peter 
Janner (University Chaplain), 
with undergraduates Andrew 
Close and Clare Duxbury in con- 
versation with Janet Hodgson . 

Excused 

service 

When the Fl-11 American plane 
from Upper Heyford crashed at 
Finmere in Buckinghamshire 
recently, one of the firemen at 
the scene was the Revd Tom 
Thorp, a Team Vicar in Schome. 

Tom has been a part-time fire- 
man for the past eight years and 
has twice had to leave “in a hur- 
ry” at the end of a service. He is 
also Bucks County Fire Brigade 
Chaplain. On May 1 1 Tom will 
be instituted as Team Rector of 
the Schome Team Ministry. By 
then he should have recovered 
from the London Marathon when 
he clocked up a four-hour time 
for his fire brigade team. 


The Messiah en masse 


IN MY VIEW by Anna Thomas-Betts 

Racism: its place on the agenda 


I was really dreading the General Synod ses- 
sion in November when we were due to 
recei veSeeds of Hope (a report on anti-racist 
practices in the Church of England by the 
Commitee for Black Anglican Concerns), 
because racism is such an emotive subject. In 
the event, despite considerable media hype, it 
was gratifying that the debate turned out to be 
friendly and positive for the most part. 

The following Sunday, I heard a sermon 
where Seeds of Hope was cited as an example 
of how the Church had ‘shot itself in the foot’. 
A not-unnatural reaction to media treatment 
of the report maybe, but one which jolted me: 
an attempt to address a serious question of 
injustice, which makes the lives of so many 
people a misery, was being dismissed simply 
on the basis of its publicity value. 

Here were two aspects of the Church’s atti- 
tude to racism: at one level a desire to tackle 
the problem, and a denial or trivialisation of it 
at another. What I offer here are just a few 
personal reflections on racism and the Church. 

I start with my own unease at discussing 
racism. One reason, no doubt, is that no one 
likes to feel that they are talking from a 
position of weakness or inferiority, to which 
blacks are so often forced. But there are far 


more complicated reasons, which arise from 
tensions due to one’s experience of the reality 
and complexity of racism, and other people’s 
perceptions of it. 

I know from personal experience that racism 
is prevalent in many forms; but one’s experi- 
ence of racism is not easy to share with those 
who have not experienced it. Either it is 
anecdotal — your house is stoned repeatedly, 
or your children are racially bullied, or you 
experience subtle discrimination at work — 
when it is trivialised with a response that “it 
probably has nothing to do with racism”; or it 
is hidden in the statistics of discrimination — 
employment, housing, education, treatment 
of mental illness, the penal system — when it 
becomes too impersonal. How many of us 
understand the racist implications of the na- 
tionality laws of this country or the EC, or the 
re-emergence of Fascism in Eastern Europe? 

Then there are the perceptions of others. I 
know there is an enormous amount of good- 
will ‘out there’, especially in the Church, but 
there is a feeling of helplessness even among 
those of goodwill, and also apathy and blind- 
ness: “Racism is not a problem for us; we have 
no blacks in our congregation/village....” It is 
clearly important to nurture the goodwill and 


help the blind to see. Unfortunately, fighting 
racism also creates tensions! For example, I 
have known militant anti-racists who have 
totally alienated people of goodwill by insist- 
ing that all, and only, whites are racist. I know 
my own prejudices only too well (let alone 
evidence from the rest of the world) to accept 
that simplistic view of racism! Furthermore, 
many of my white friends are more truly non- 
racist than I (and many of my black friends). 

The problem clearly is more complex, in- 
volving a wide range of issues; and the solu- 
tions won’t be simple. Nevertheless, I believe 
that the Church has no alternative but to be 
involved in. the fight against racism: simply 
because racism is a denial of the universal 
Fatherhood of God, and that we are com- 
pelled to fight. 

I am not proposing that combating racism 
should be our top priority, simply that it 
should be on our agenda. And the way we can 
keep it there is shown by Seeds of Hope; 
pointing to good practices elsewhere in the 
Church of England, and suggesting new ap- 
proaches at various levels. 

Anna Thomas-Betts, a member of the Gener- 
al Synod, is of Indian origin, and is married to 
a white Englishman. 


MONEY MATTERS? 



For independent and impartial advice on how to invest wisely, including 
Savings 
Pensions 
Family Protection 
Inheritances 

Church Finances/Fund Raising 
Ethical Investments 
Being a caring employer 

Contact: Mark Roach (0608) 644575 


Quest Financial Services 
Bank Chambers 
Market Place 
Chipping Norton 
Oxon 0X7 5NA 



uest financial services. 
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INDEPENDENT EDUCATION 
for YOUR child? 

Can you afford not to give them this chance to 
develop their abilities to the full in small classes? 



THE CHILTERN SCHOOL 

Where every individual counts 
Lower school 8-11 — to upper school 11-16 

OPENING - SEPTEMBER 1992 

The Chiltern School — Farnham Park Road, Farnham Royal 
is centred on a fine Edwardian country house in 26 magnificent 
acres of gently rolling parkland. This new co-educational 
school will offer purpose built facilities for all subjects and a 
full range of sporting facilities. All ability entry based on 
interview and previous school report. 

We aim to offer an excellent all round education to children of 
all abilities within a friendly but disciplined environment where 
traditional standards of work and behaviour will be all 
important. Maths, English, French and Science will be taught 
by subject specialists throughout the school. 

Enquiries to the Secretary (0753) 891101 or 
Bursar 9 s office (0442) 67999. 

Out of office hours! weekend (0442) 865870. 




City of * 

* z±m - 

ROCHESTER 


UPON MEDWAY 



SWEEPS FESTIVAL 



lst-4th May 1992 

A spectacle of traditional dance and song 

includes 

* CHILDREN’S PROJECTS ★ 

★ CRAFT FAIR ★ 

★ FREE CAMPING ★ CEILIDHS * 

★ CONCERTS ★ 

★ WORKSHOPS ★ STREET THEATRE ★ 

Further information from: 

Tourist Information Centre, 
Rochester (0634) 843666 



OLD BRIDWELL 


In the grounds of a regency mansion 


Luxury self-catering holiday cottages in the 
heart of the Devonshire countryside, indi- 
vidually styled and colour co-ordinated. 
These cottages, forming a courtyard round 
the old pumphouse. Other elegant and spa- 
cious accommodation — set in the beauti- 
ful grounds of one of the largest privately 
owned country estates in the West country. 
Guests have full use of the owners private 
club. Widworth Court Sports and Leisure 
Club facilities including tennis court, 
squash court, heated outdoor swimming 
pool, poolside restaurant, indoor leisure spa, 
complex, comprising of swimming pool, 
jacuzzi, saunas, steam room, solarium and 
bars. Children and pets welcome. 

Enjoy the Difference. 



In addition to the individually styled and colour co-ordinated furnishings, each 
cottage offers the following amenities: 

Oven and Hob : Fridge : Freezer : Washer/Dryer : Filter coffee maker : Glassware: 
Full table settings for 12 guests : Ample kitchen work-top and cupboard space : Colour 
television : Bed settee : Luxury bathrooms : Security system with monitor screen : All 
pillows, continental quilts, blankets and throwover bedspreads are supplied 


We are able to recommend to you some of the finest 
local restaurants such as Galgani’s Italian restaurant 
and The Deer Park Hotel at Honiton or for home cook- 
ing, Rullands at Willand. 

For the more energetic guest, horse riding and golf are 
available locally and for the trout fisherman, Bridwell 
Park Estate has the fishing rights to approximately one 
mile of the River Culm. 

If you decide to use Old Bridwell as a base for a tour- 
ing holiday then there are many areas of special inter- 
est such as Exmoor and Dartmoor National Parks, The 
Blackdown Hills (designated as an area of outstanding 
beauty) and Exeter with its impressive Cathedral. Lace 
making at Honiton, the picturesque market town of 
Tiverton, Taunton famous for cider or die beautiful .gar- 
dens at Knightshayes which are considered one of the 
best examples of an English country garden, Cheddar 
Gorge, Wookey Hole and the clean beaches of 
Exmouth, Sidmouth, Budleigh Salterton, Branscombe, 
Seaton and Lyme Regis together with the North Devon 
coast are all within easy reach. 

Our resident manager can provide more detailed infor- 
mation on all these places and more. 




SUBSTANTIAL DISCOUNTS 
AVAILABLE 

Please write or telephone for our full colour brochure 
The Manager, The Estate Office 
Bridwell Park Estate, Uffculme, Devon EX15 3BU 
Tel: (0883) 744783 
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Christian Aid chief checks in 



A new world order - no 
place for the poor? 


Christian Aid’s Director, Michael Taylor, paid a 
flying visit to the Oxford Area Office on April 2 
during a tour of the Charity’s South West Re- 
gion, which included addressing a meeting in 
Abingdon as well as talking to Christian Aid staff 
and volunteers. “It is important to meet with 
some of the hundreds of volunteers we have. They 
need to hear from me what I’m up to, and I need 
to hear their suggestions” he said. 

Describing last year’s Christian Aid Week record 
total as a 'quantum leap’, he said the fact that 
there had been crises in the Gulf and in Africa 
had helped to focus public attention on world 
issues. However, the importance of Christian Aid 
Week was that it provided steady support and 
“free money to be used according to priorities set 


by people in the Third World rather than by 
the priorities of the latest emergency.” 

Last year’s successful television advertising 
campaign will be repeated this year. “It did 
seem that as a result of it people understood 
Christian Aid and what we are about Howev- 
er, if we are getting a television advert into 
every home it is more important than ever that 
we get a Christian Aid envelope into every 
home this year,” Michael Taylor said. 
Pictured with Michael Taylor (centre) are left 
to right: Jane Bugg, (Area Office Secretary), 
Justine Wright (Area Officer) and two volun- 
teers - Janet Makepeace (Kidlington Area 
Organiser) and David Morgan (Contract Vol- 
unteer). . x 


The year 1992 will forever be 
remembered as the year of once- 
unimaginable landmarks: to 
name but a few, the collapse and 
fragmentation of the Soviet em- 
pire; the 500th anniversary of 
Columbus’ arrival in America; 
the dismantling of apartheid; and 
the coming into effect of the 
European single market; the pre- 
scription of plural democracy in 
many African countries. 

But it is an illusion to believe 
there have been any real funda- 
mental changes. Rather, there 
has been a reshuffle of positions 
and power. The poor do not only 
seem to have been left out, their 
position seems to have wors- 
ened. 

The economy of all ‘Third 
World’ countries is sagging un- 
der the weight of the scandalous 
debt burden. ‘Developing 
World’ is a misnomer — it could 
be better called ‘Retarded 
World’. Under the International 
Monetary Fund’s Structural Ad- 
justment Policy prescription and 
supervision, the financial, edu- 
cational, health and communi- 
cation systems are collapsing at 


by Moussa Conteh 

Moussa Conteh was born in 
Sierra Leone and came to 
England three years ago as 
an Area Director of Christian 
Aid. A former teacher , for 
ten years he also ran a 
Methodist rural development 
project in Sierra Leone. 


tremendous human cost. 

The Christian Aid Week slo- 
gan ‘We Believe in Life before 
Death ’ is very apt. The poor have 
not only increased in huge num- 
bers, but their quality of life and 
their very human survival is 
threatened. I have seen this in 
my own country, Sierra Leone, 
during a visit there after three 
years. As services — health, 
schools, colleges and the tran- 
port system — decay, morale is 
low and many people see the 
future as bleak. 

This situation of deteriorating 
conditions in ‘Third World’ 
countries throws a real challenge 
to the Churches and their sup- 
porters. Justice is talked about 
but not done. Huge resources — 


A cross country ‘pilgrim- 
age’ by mountain bike 
between Oxford and St David’s 
in Wales is just one of the ways 
in which pupils from Peers 
School, Littlemore, are hoping 
to raise money to bring a group 
of students and teachers from 
Tanzania to Oxford in the sum- 
mer. 

In 1984, Peers School, Littlem- 
ore, Oxford, first established a 
link with a Katumba II, a sec- 
ondary school in the mountains 
of Tanzania with more than 600 
pupils, 100 of whom are blind or 
visually handicapped. Patrons of 
the link include Archbishop Des- 
mond Tutu. 

Since then the friendship be- 
tween the two schools has gone 
from strength to strength, with 
visits in one or other direction 
almost every summer. During 
their trips to Africa the Peers 
groups have set up a number of 
joint projects, including a Mo- 
bility Aid Project to help resolve 
some of the difficulties faced by 
disabled students, while the Ka- 
tumba II visitors have added a 
new dimension to life at Peers bv 


Pupils' African experience 


providing the school with first 
hand opportunities to learn about 
African life and culture — in- 
cluding how to sing in Swahili. 
Some firm friendships have also 
developed across the 3000 miles. 
Fourteen pupils and four mem- 
bers of staff went to Africa last 
year, including Andrew Haydon 


(18), son of the Team Rector of 
Cowley. Andrew hopes to spend 
a year working at Katumba II 
before going to university. He 
appears in a BBC television 
schools programme about the 
link filmed in Africa last year 
and due to be broadcast on April 
27 and 29. This year, eight stu- 


dents and three teachers from 
Katumba II will come to Oxford. 
Their journey is being financed 
by a variety of projects at this 
end including the cycle ride .With 
£4000 still to be raised, sponsors 
are urgently needed for it. In 
addition if you own or know of a 
cottage/ caravan/ church hall or 


any other kind of free accommo- 
dation between Oxford and St 
David’s via the Cotswolds, For- 
est of Dean, Brecon Beacons, 
Black Mountains , please let the 
Link Co-Ordinator , Andy 
Howes know (0865 774311). 
And if you would like to help to 
greet the Tanzanian visitors, 
come to a welcome bam dance at 
Peers on June 26. Tickets are £5, 
students £2.50, families £13 in- 
cluding food. 


various raw materials and mon- 
ey — are sucked from the ‘Third 
World’ in debt servicing and a 
negatively skewed trading sys- 
tem biased against the poor in 
favour of the rich. The question 
is not so much about giving to 
the poor, as about stopping tak- 
ing from the poor. 

Our giving to the poor through 
Christian Aid in various ways — 
Christian Aid Week, jumble 
sales, coffee evenings, sponsored 
events etc, is an important way 
of expressing our feeling of sup- 
port for the poor. But over and 
above that we should take on 
board the structures and issues 
that cause and perpetuate their 
poverty. 

The commitment to side with 
the poor should come out of our 
calling as Christians to love and 
serve God through loving our 
neighbours. 

“If someone says he loves God, 
but hates his brother, he is a liar. 
For he cannot love God whom 
he has not seen, if he does not 
love his brother whom he has 
seen. The command that Christ 
has given us is this: whoever 
loves God must love his brother 
also.” (1 John, vs 20-21) 


Christian Aid 
Week 
May 11-16 

Area Secretaries: 

Bucks, South Beds, and West 
Herts: Moussa Conteh, The Com- 
munity Centre, London Road,Stony 
Stratford, Milton Keynes MKU IJA. 
0908 - 261352. 

Oxfordshire and Berks: The Revd 
Justine Wright, 55 Rectory, Oxford 
0x4 1BW. Tel: 0865 251222. 



BETTER CAR 
INSURANCE? 


START 

HERE 


Guy Powell (left) from Peers shares a joke with Suki, one of 
the physically handicapped pupils at Katumba II 



Wide cover, personal service and a whole range of special features. Ecclesiastical 
has the car insurance you can believe in: 



DONT THROW IT 
AWAY REPAIR IT 

We are specialists in the repair of 
quality pens. We're one of the few 
for Parker "51 " and "61" models 
whether it's a major fault or simply a 
general service. This is just an 
example, we can repair "99" per 
cent of makes from 1 920 makes to 
present day models. 

DO YOU REALISE 
YOUR PEN'S 
TRUE VALUE? 

Like a classic car, old pens have 
high value and pen collectors may 
often pay huhdreds of pounds for 
what may appear to be an ordinary 
pen. So, regardless of condition, 
telephone or write for further details 
and advice for valuable pens. 
Simply pop your pen in the post for 
free quotation, excluding postage. 

Dep Door, 1 Charbury Mews, 
Leamington Spa, 
Warwickshire CV31 1SS 

Itolephoitea 

( 0926 ) 881413 


Sole Funeral Service 

BIDSTON CLOSE, OVER NORTON, 
CHIPPING NORTON 

Sympathetic, personal attention from a qualified 
funeral director including pre-planned 
funeral arrangements. 

Memorials designed and supplied. 

Tel (0608) 644112 at any hour 


e Up to 65 % no claims discount 
e Protected no claims discount (if 5 
years no claims discount earned) 
e Legal expenses cover — Free of 
charge 


• Discounts for clergy, over 50’s, self 
and spouse only driving, a voluntary 
excess, and older cars with compre- 
hensive cover 

• Legal advice helpline 


Send the coupon or ring Gloucester (0452) 528533 now for a personal quotation 
and details. And if your policy’s not due for renewal yet, we’ll send your quotation 
nearer the date. 


0 \ 


PICTURE POSTCARDS 
of 


ilJWLn YOUR 
\ CHURCH 

HIGH QUALITY : LOW COST 
Please send for prices and a sample 
card to:- TIM BRYCE Photography, 

69 Shilton Road, Carterton, Oxon. OX18 1EN. 

Telephone (0993) 841510 


Name 


Title 

Address • 


Postcode 

Tel. No. 

Date of Birth 

Occupation 


Drivers: Yourself Only Q 

Yourself and Spouse □ Any Driver □ 

Age of youngest 

Please attach details of any accident or convictions during the last 5 years. 


Car: Make and Model 

Year 

Engine Capacity 


.years. Renewal Date. 


Existing Policy: No Claims Discount expected at next renewal 

Type of Cover: Comprehensive Q Third Party, Fire and Theft □ Third Party Q 

Voluntary Excess: £75 □ £35 Q Nil □ Protected No Claims Discount Required: Yes □ No □ 

Ecclesiastical 

INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 


i 


« | Ecclesiastical Insurance Ciixxip 

Head Office: Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester. GLI IJZ. TD 5/92 j 


A 
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HAVE YOU 
GOT A WILL? 

DO YOU KNOW WHAT COULD HAPPEN 
TO YOUR FAMILY AND PROPERTY 
WITHOUT ONE? 

If the answer is ‘NO’ — Call us at The Will 
Writing Centre, 6 West Bar, Banbury and have a 
chat with one of our counsellors NOW, to 
arrange an appointment to have your will 
written at your convenience. 

HAVE PEACE OF MIND — PREPARE 
FOR THOSE YOU LEAVE BEHIND... 

Tel: Banbury (0295) 276000 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 


READVERTISEMENT 

DEPUTY HEADTEACHER 

NEW GROUP 2 

CHALFONT ST PETER CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Penn Road, Chalfont St. Peter, Bucks. SL9 9SS. 
Tel: 0753 883982 
Headteacher: Mr. J. Underwood 
Number on Roll: 314 

The Governors invite applications from experienced and 
enthusiastic teachers to work in partnership with the 
Headteacher in the management and development of this 
happy and active Voluntary Aided Middle School with a 
reputation for high academic and personal standards. The 
appointment is for September 1 992. Visits to the school are 
warmly welcomed. 


Application forms and further details are available 
from the Headteacher. 

Closing date: 8th May, 1992. 

Buckinghamshire offers an 
attractive relocation scheme of up 
to £5,500 for buying and selling 
including incidental expenses 
and temporary housing allowance 
for up to six months. 

Previous applicants need not 
reapply. 



An equal opportunity 
employer 


Will your only legacy 
be upset, confusion 
and paperwork? 

Without a Will, your wishes could count for 
nothing. 

Without a Will, the State could take everything. 

Without a Will, your family could lose out. 

Without a Will, the tax office could easily benefit. 

Without a Will, you can’t remember your friends. 

Without a Will, you can’t remember Christian Aid. 

Without a Will, life may be difficult for those 
closest to you. 

Without a Will, life may be impossible for those 
far away. 


If you would like to find out how easy it is to make a Will, send for 
our free new booklet ‘A Will to Care’ to Christian Aid, Freepost. 
London SEI 7YY or phone Glenn McWatt 071-620 4444 ext 2226. 

Name Mn/Mrs./Ms./Miss 

Address 

Postcode Christian Aid® 



AUTHORS 

YOUR BOOK PUBLISHED 


The Most Thoughtful 
Decision You’ll Ever Make! 



Golden Charter pre-paid funeral plans enable you to make 
a decision today that will benefit your family in the future. 

Becoming a member of Golden Charter guarantees: 

CHOICE: ♦ of Funeral Director + Funeral Plan 

+ Payment Method + Additional Services 

FIXED PRICE: + Once full payment has been made , there is no more 

to pay — even if inflation has increased costs 
tenfold by the time of need. 

PEACE OF MIND: + Knowing that whenever and wherever the need 

occurs , you have taken care of everything. 

You can become a Golden Charter member at any age and no medical is required. 

For further information: Tel: FREEPHONE 0800 833 800 or post the completed coupon 
to: GOLDEN CHARTER, 61 QUEEN STREET, LONDON EC4R 1 AA. 

Your local independent Family Funeral Director will be pleased to advise you 
if you prefer. Contact our freephone number for details. 

All enquiries arc^treated in strict confidence jmd no-one will call on you unlcssrc^uested^o doso. 

■ By using this advertisement to make families aware of our services it is inevitable that we reach homes 

in which there is illness or sorrow. If this is so please accept our sincere apologies. 

I NAME 1 ; . 

I ADDRESS 

I POSTCODE ...TEL. NO 

Golden Charter plans have been selected by the Society of Allied and Independent Funeral 

Directors (S.A.I.F.) as their recommended pre-paid plans hww 


All subjects including Memoirs, 
Religion. Poetry, Children's Stories and 
Fiction. New authors welcome. 
Write for details to: 

ADELPI1I PRESS (DcpL A. 24) 
4/6 Eflie Road, London SW6 1TD 


THE CIRDAN 
TRUST 



SAIUNGHOUDAYS 


We offer Your Group Active 
Participation Sailing our 78ft 
Twin Masted Baltic Trader 
(maximum 17 people) 

• • • 

86ft Traditional Thames 
Sailing Barge 
(maximum 12 people) 

• • • 

43ft Purpose built Steel Ketch 
(maximum 8 people) 

• * * 

Crewed by qualified and 
experienced staff 
• • • 

Highly Competitive Prices 

• t • 

Bursaries Available 

* • * 

Some 1992 Weekends and weeks 
still available 
• • • 

For Availability and Free 
Information Pack 

RING NOW! 
0621 851433 

Answerphone out of office hours 
RYA Approved Teaching 
Establishment 

Member of Association of Sea 
Training Organisations 
Registered Charity Number: 288366 


Spotlight on Zaire 


Milestone for ‘life 
giving’ Church 


Almost a century after the An- 
glican church was first founded 
in Zaire it is to become an inde- 
pendent province on May 30. 

When the Oxford Mothers’ 
Union was first linked with Za- 
ire, the country was part of the 
Anglican Province of Uganda, 
Rwanda, Burundi and Zaire. 
After Uganda became an inde- 
pendent Province, Zaire was 
combined with Rwanda and 
Burundi — but now Zaire itself 


things as lifestyle, basic literacy, 
nutrition, and "family planning 
— much of it is literally life- 
giving work.” 

While the celebration of May 
30 was being planned the coun- 
try was plunged into a political 
crisis, and young CMS mission 
families were among those hur- 
riedly evacuated. Despite the ter- 
rible problems and the recent 
uprisings, the work of the Church 
in Zaire goes on, the only stabil- 



The Bishops of Zaire from left to right: Bishop Dirokpa 
(Bukaru), Bishop Kolini (Shaba), Bishop Njojo (Boga Zaire) 
who is Archbishop Elect, Bishop Tibafa (kisangani). 


ity the people have. “In the cir- 
cumstances,” says Barbara, “the 
Diocesan Mothers’ Union isn’t 
sending any representatives to 
the festivities in Bunia, Boga- 
Zaire, which would add to costs. 
We’ve decided instead to show 
our loving concern and solidari- 
ty with the Zairean members of 
the Anglican Church by holding 
a Thanksgiving Service that day 
in Christ Church Cathedral for 
the new Anglican Province of 
Zaire, and for 450 years of Ox- 
ford as a Diocese.” 

The service is at 3pm on Satur- 
day May 30; the preacher will be 
the Rev Jeremy Pemberton, 
former Director of Zaire’s An- 
glican Theological college in 
Bunia, and the celebrant will be 
the Rt Revd Anthony Russell, 
Bishop of Dorchester. 

Anyone is welcome to attend 
the Service. 

For further details please con- 
tact (MU) Barbara Dunn, 0734 
734607 or (CMS) Gill Poole, 
0865 250688. 

Children’s Gift Day 

Last year’s Diocesan Children’s Gift Day raised more than £3000 for 
adventure playground re-quipment. This year’s project is a Church 
Missionary Society (CMS) rural development programme in north- 
ern Zaire. The money raised will help to buy seeds and tools in an area 
whose people are entirely dependent upon the land for survival. 

Drought and erosion are constant problems, and the project also 
encourages the farmers to help themselves by helping one another — 
and trying out new kinds of seeds and farming methods. 

This year there are three separate Gift Days, one in each Archdea- 
conry. As before children from all over the Diocese will be taking 
part. Apart from collecting money for the project, they are being 
encouraged to produce creative work with a Zaire theme. The Gift 
Day dates are: 

Berkshire Archdeaconry 

Saturday, June 6 at St Peter’s, Earley, Reading 

attended by the Bishop of Reading. 

Buckinghamshire Archdeaconry 

Saturday, May 30 at Church of Christ the Cornerstone, Milton 
Keynes attended by the Bishop of Buckingham 

Oxford Archdeaconry 

Saturday May 23 at Our Lady’s Church, Bloxham 
attended by the Bishop of Oxford. 

The Gift Days include morning workshops, a picnic lunch, and end 
after a service at about 3pm. More details from the Children ’s Officer, 
Roger Fray on 0865 244566. 


becomes a separate Province of 
the Anglican Church, and Bish- 
op Njojo from Boga-Zaire has 
been elected Archbishop. May 
30 is significant. Canon Apolo 
Kiwebulaya, from Church of 
Uganda who founded the Angli- 
can church in Boga in 1896, died 
on this day in 1933. 

Barbara Dunn, Overseas Chair- 
man of the Oxford Mothers’ 
Union, says that meeting the 
Bishops and their wives in July 
1988 was a turning point. “Our 
interest in our Prayer Partners 
quickened then. They were in 
this country for the Lambeth con- 
ference, and attended the Over^ 
seas celebration of Oxford’s 100 
years of Mothers’ Union. Their 
request for training and trans- 
port in a poor and severely un- 
derdeveloped country inspired 
the Zaire Project which, in 16 
months, raised over £12,000. Sol- 
idarity with ‘ Wamama’ (the col- 
loquial name of Mothers’ Union 
in Zaire) is greatly valued in 
their vital teaching work on such 


l 
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Think globally 
— act locally 


What can you do to help save the Earth? The 
answer is to ‘Think Globally and Act Locally” say 
Christian Aid who are one of the development and 
environment agencies in the UK supporting the 
Tree of Life Initiative. Christian Aid has also 
published a book, Promised Lands, which looks at 
what the charity is doing so that communities can 
obtain land and farm it in a way that protects the 
environment. The book also examines the care of 
the land in the context of Christian faith. 


Pledges for the Tree of Life 

You can pledge to take on one or more of the following actions. 
The first six relate directly to the Earth Summit The last two 
provide an opportunity for people to get more involved in 
practical initiatives and to raise more pledges for the Tree of life 
within your community. 


International leaders will gather 
in Brazil from June 1-12 for the 
world’s first ever ‘Earth Sum- 
mit’. A ‘Tree of Life’ is being put 
up in Flamengo Park, Rio de Ja- 
neiro, during the summit. Its pa- 
per leaves will represent pledges 
from people around the world 
saying what they will do to en- 
sure continuing life for the Earth, 
and what they want governments 
to do as well. 

In Britain the leaves, like the 
ones on this page, may reach you 
from schools, from supermarkets, 
or from one of the 750 companies 
which are distributing them to 
their employees. Copy or paste 
them on to postcards, fill in your 
personal pledge (see list) and send 
them to PO Box 134, London 
WC2, if possible by May 15 but 
by June 3 at the latest. British 
Airways is flying them down to 
Rio. Send the other pledge leaf to 
the Prime Minister. 

Hold a service 

Even better, hold a service in 
your parish at which the leaves 
are signed and grafted on to a 
Tree of Life. ‘Worship in Faith 
for the Environment’ materials 
have been prepared, together with 
a year-round calendar of inter- 
cessions complete with biddings. 
Send a stamped self-addressed 
enveloped to Jacquie Flynn, Hill 
End, Farmoor, Oxford 0X2 9NJ 
for copies. 

Watch out, too, for a season of 
programmes on radio and TV 
during May and June. They have 
been prepared by the One World 
Media Group and will be broad- 
cast by the world’s networks. 
Look out for the Tree of Life 
logo. 

On the march 

The ‘March for the Earth’ from 
Manchester to Downing Street 
reaches Banbury on May 23, is 
welcomed to Oxford by Bishop 
Richard on May 24, takes part in 
the Lord Mayor’s Parade on May 
25, and walks on to High Wy- 
combe the following day. 

Is Saturday May 30 being ob- 
served in your locality as One 
World Day of Action? For fur- 
ther information phone Christo- 
pher Hall, CHRISTIAN CON- 
CERN FOR ONE WORLD, on 
0869 38225. 


Personal 

1 Energy 

1 will use 10% less gas and/or 
electricity at home during the 
next year 

2 Third World Debt 

I will write to my bank 
manager, urging banks to write 
off debt owed by poorer 
countries 

3 Transport 

I will cut my car mileage by 
10% during the next year. I 
will walk, cycle or use public 
transport wherever possible 

4 Recycling 

I will reduce waste at home 
and will recycle as much as 
possible and/or I will help to 
organise recycling at work or 
at school. 

5 Forests 

I will not buy any products 
made from tropical hardwoods 

6 Fair Trade 

I will try to buy products that 
are made without exploiting 
the people who produce them, 
or damage the environment 

Pledges for 

7 Acting locally 

I will increase the amount of 
time and/or money I give to 
environmental and develop- 
ment organisations, and will 
take time to read around the 
subject. 


For the Government 


# Governments of rich nations 
should agree to cut carbon 
dioxide emissions from the 
burning of fossil fuels by 20% 
wiihin 15 years 

# Governments of rich 
countries should agree to 
cancel debts owed them by 
poor nations 

# Governments should agree 
to greater investment in public 
transport systems 


# Governments should agree 
to double the amount of paper, 
glass, metal and plastic that is 
recycled 

# Governments should 
commit themselves to new 
policies to protect the forests 

# Governments should 
commit themselves to policies 
that promote fair trade 
Spreading the message 

Local Action 

8 Spreading the message 

I personally will raise 20/50/ 
100 pledge leaves for the Tree 
of Life in Brazil before Jun 1, 
1992 


We have irreversibly damaged the Earth. Unless there is less waste, less extravagance and a 
fairer distribution of wealth between the rich and poor countries, the Earth will be unable to 
support everyone. 

• Every second, another acre of tropical forest is destroyed. 

• By the year 2050, almost two million animals and 60,000 plant species could become extinct 

• Atmospheric pollution and chemicals have caused a hole in the ozone layer. 

• Today, there are 53 billion people. By the year 2050, world population could be 12 billion. 

• The rich countries contain 25 per cent of the world’s people, 
but consume 80 per cent of the planet’s resources. 


Synod picketed 

Nutritionist students from Oxford Polytechnic pick- 
eted members of the Diocesan Synod on February 
29, to dra\y attention to a seminar on baby milk 
organised by Christian Concern for One World. 
The Seminar was held in Botley, Oxford on March 
21 when “a significant gathering” heard Patti Run- 
dall, of Baby Milk Action, explain the General 
Synod ’s decision to call on Nestle to stop providing 
samples and low-cost supplies of infant formula to 
hospitals and maternity units in the Third World. 

Delegates watched a video of a Filipino doctor 
saying that Nestle supplied his hospital with formu- 
la, but claiming that it had failed to insist on pay- 


on milk protest 

ment, thus circumventing the ban on free supplies. 
It also showed Pakistani babies suffering the 
tragic effects of gastro-enteritis. 

Bottle fed babies are 25 times more likely to die 
from diarrhoea than breast-fed babies, states Baby 
Milk Action. UNICEF says that a million babies 
a year would be saved if they were breast-fed. 

Nestle declined to send a representative to take 
part in what it called “this old and out-worn 
controversy”. Plans were also made at the semi- 
nar to promote the boycott of Nescafe, the flagship 
brand of Nestle, which markets 50 per cent of the 
world’s infant formula. 



jwi 

EARTH 

Fill in your personal pledge and 
what you want Governments to A 
do at the Earth Summit. 

Send it to the 
address in 
column one 



Send this on a card to the Prime Minister, 10 Downing Street, London. Say in your own words what you have 
pledged to do, and what you now expect the Government to do at the Earth Summit. Ask politely 
for a reply. 



The Lord Mayor of Oxford’s 


Massed choirs 

Messiah 

Sunday 17 May 1992 2.30pm 

Oxford United Football Ground, The Manor Ground, London Road, Oxford 

JOIN in a massive rendering of the Messiah to celebrate 
its 250th Anniversary and 50 years of Oxfam. 

Music societies, school choirs, church choirs, groups and all individuals who enjoy a 
good sing are invited to join The City of Oxford Orchestra conducted by Alan Pope, Lord 
Mayor of Oxford and well known soloists in one of the biggest ever open air renderings 
of this celebrated oratorio. 


r 


Accommodation 

Price 

No. Payment 

Seats 

£7.50 


Covered terrace 

£6.00 


Uncovered terrace 

£3.00 


Senior citizens/ 
Students 

£3.00 

1 

Schoolparties 

| £1.00 



Less discount if any 


B Total payable 

Reductions of 33% for groups of 25 or more. 

I School parties admitted for £1.00 per young person 

■ provided each is sponsored to sing at appropriate times 
I through the full performance. 

| Prizes will be awarded to: 

a) the school collecting the highest sponsorship total 
I b) the pupil collecting the highest individual sum. 

■ All proceeds from this event will go to The Lord Mayor 
of Oxford’s Oxfam Anniversary Appeal in support of 

I Oxfam’s Water Programme. 

L - 


Name of Choir/Group/School 


smi 2 T 


Address 


Postcode 


Name of contact person 


Tel (day) (evening) 


Cheques payable to Oxfam, to be sent to: 

Oxfam Anniversary Office, 274 Banbury Road, 


Oxford 0X2 7DZ 

Credit card bookings may be made by 
telephone on (0865) 313429 
Further briefing will be sent to participants 
nearer the time. 



Working for a Fairer World 


Registered charity no. 202918 


J 


A 
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EDITORIAL 


Even in this liberally minded 
Diocese, the arrival of a black 
priest is such an event that the 
news merits inclusion in this 
newspaper. 

In parliament, in education, 
in the police and armed forces, 
black and ethnic minority 
groups are under-represent- 
ed. Sadly, the same is true of 
the Church. 

As individuals we may be 
shocked by the little blackgirl’s 
belief that only a white person 
can become a teacher (page 2). 
By contrast, it is reassuring to 
hear that Beverley Ruddock’s 
happy relationship with her 
own church developed from 
the welcoming encouragement 
of one parishioner. But as a 
Church are we still giving the 
impression that only white peo- 
ple are normally expected to 
become PCC members, Read- 
ers and Priests ? 

Our own Race Group has 
done much to promote the 
needs of Christians from dif- 
ferent cultural backgrounds in 
this Diocese and to encourage 
dialogue with them. Their 
‘Rainbow Weekend’ in June is 
another important step in that 
direction . 

In this issue of The DOOR 
we have also tried to put things 
right in a very small way by 
positively discriminating in fa- 
vour of non-white writers and 
news. We make no apology for 
it, for in the process we have 
discovered groups of joyful 
Christians from different eth- 
nic and cultural backgrounds 
living and worshipping in our 
midst, of whose existence we 
were hardly aware. 

Jumping a cultural barrier is 
always an act of faith which 
demands a certain amount of 
dying to cherished prejudices. 
But at the other side are not 
only opportunities to worship 
alongside our brothers and sis- 
ters in Christ, but also the 
chance to meet with our God 
in a liberated way. You may 
not understand the words of 
the Urdu hymn but you do 
suddenly understand that tru- 
ly He is Lord of all. 

“I think colour is the greatest 
test God has set mankind....I 
wouldn’t be surprised if at the 
Day of Judgement all the white 
people found them selves fac- 
ing a black Jesus. And the 
black facing a white Jesus...” a 
black Christian once said. 
Hopefully, this DOOR will help 
to make that prospect less ter- 
rifying. 

Christine Zwart 


Is God giving you a 
second chance? 


I f we are to preach and 
evangelise effectively in 
a multi-racial, multi-cul- 
tural, multi-religious country, 
then we need to show that Chris- 
tians from different Churches and 
races are still one, and can work 
together in partnership to pro- 
claim their message. 

At the Centre for Black and 
White Christian Partnership in 
Birmingham we aim not only to 
to fight racism, but also to help 
people from the big mainline 
‘white’ churches and the small 
black-led churches to appreciate 
their differences, and to see them 
not as problems but as resources 
for mutual enrichment. 

Most people are not aware of 
the way in which black people 
are marginalised not only in so- 
ciety, but in the Churches. This 
situation calls for positive action 
to bring it to people’s notice and 
to redress the balance, or it will 
just continue. 

In any case, those who are mar- 
ginalised are increasingly be- 
coming the mainstay of the 
Churches, and so it is even more 
important that they should be 
given positions which are more 
in evidence. 

The Centre was founded by Dr 
Roswith Gerloff, one-time Pas- 
tor of the Lutheran Congrega- 
tion in Oxford. The inspiration 
for it came from the realisation 
that when Christian immigrants 


Do we see racial differences as a 
problem or an opportunity? Bishop 
Patrick Kalilombe, Director of the Centre 
for Black and White Christian 
Partnership in Birmingham, invites the 
Churches to help redeem history 


first came to Britain, society — 
including the Churches — was 
not prepared to respond to them 
in the right way. They were re- 
garded as intruders rather than 
being made welcome. So the im- 


migrants felt disappointed and 
frozen out. From the beginning 
this has been a missed opportu- 
nity which God was giving to 
this country. 

People from here once went all 



over the world, and were accept- 
ed and made welcome in many 
places including those countries 
from which the immigrants have 
since come. God wanted us to 
show that we could also be peo- 
ple who could be good hosts, and 
could welcome others instead of 
just wanting to dominate and 
exploit them. 

This didn’t happen, but it is still 
not too late. The Churches can 
show that we have a second 
chance to put 
things right. In- 
stead of seeing all 
immigrants as in- 
truders, God is 
giving Christians 
a chance to re- 
deem history by 
showing a differ- 
ent spirit. The 
kind of racism 
people have prac- 
tised in the past is 
like a disease 
which kills hu- 
manity. It does 
not allow people to show their 
goodness, and to share and be 
compassionate. 

So a racist society is less than 
human. It cannot move forward. 
However, the presence of peo- 
ple from elsewhere is a chal- 
lenge for Christians in this coun- 
try to find a new and better way, 
and to accept the second chance 
that God has given. 




The Rt Revd Dr Patrick 
KaliLombe 

Dr Kalilombe was born in Mala- 
wi , where he was Roman Catho- 
lic Bishop of Lilongwe from 
1972-76. He spent some time in 
the United States and in Jerusa- 
lem before coming to Selly Oak 
Colleges in Birmingham in 1 980 
first to lecture in Third World 
Theologies and then, in 1985, to 
become Director of the Centre 
for Black and 
White Christian 
Partnership. The 
Centre is spon- 
sored by the Uni- 
versity of Bir- 
mingham, Selly 
Oak Colleges 
and the British 
Council of 
Churches. How- 
ever, it is funded 
almost entirely 
by voluntary do- 
nations. Shelagh 
Ranger, wife of 
the Professor of Race Relations 
at St Antony ’ s College , is plan- 
ning to form an Oxford group to 
share and support the work of 
the Centre. Details fon 0865 
516375. Dr Kalilombe himself 
will be taking part in a weekend 
celebrating * our rainbow 
church ’ in Slough in June. De- 
tails are in the centre page fea- 
ture. 
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a year by the Diocese of Oxford 
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Oxon. 0X8 1PJ. Tel. 0865 880505. 
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(Secretary, T.C. Landsbert) whose registered office is 
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford OX1 ONB 

The copy deadline for the Juneissue is May 11 for features, May 14 
for letters, What’s On and news, and May 25 for advertising. 


SPACE FOR PRAYER 


A Christian Aid 
Prayer 

God of All, source and goal of 
community 

whose will is that all your peo- 
ple enjoy fullness of life: 
may we be builders of commu- 
nity, caring for your good earth 
here and worldwide, and as 
partners with the poor, signs 
of your ever-friendly love; 
that we may delight in diversi- 
ty and choose solidarity, 
for you are in community with 
us, our God for ever. 

Amen 


Diocesan Sunday Prayer Diary 

May 3: Deanery of Newbury; Shops and the retail trade; Janei 
Hodgson, USPG Representative in Oxford Diocese. 

May 10: Deanery of Bradfield; Service industries — cleaners, refuse 
collectors, people who deliver the post and the milk, etc. Gill Poole 
CMS Representative in Oxford Diocese. 

May 17: Christian Aid Week — Justine Wyatt & Moussa Conteh 
Christian Aid Representatives Oxford Diocese; Those who work ii 
multi-national companies; Moira Johnson, BCMS Crosslinks Repre 
sentative in Oxford Diocese. 

May 24 (Industrial Sunday): Industrial Mission: Ron Mitchinson 
Those who work in manufacturing industries. Glenys Williams 
South American Missionary Society Rep. in Oxford Diocese. 

May 31 (Sunday after Ascension Day): Deanery of Mursley. Thos< 
who work in the community in health care - GPs, health visitors 
midwives. Mothers Union Overseas Committee, Oxford Diocese. 




Free Kids Holidays 
this Year 1 " 

‘Many free places for children 
under 10 this summer. Please check 
availability at hotel of your choice 


ABBOT HAU. 

Gronaeover-Sonds 
(05J9) 532896 



UNDORS COUNTRY 
HOUSE 

Wye Volley 
(0594) 530283 

SIDHOLME 

Sidmouth 

(0395)515104 

TRELOYHAN 

MANOR 

St Ives, Cornwall 
(0736) 796240 

WILLERSLEY 

CASTUE 



(0629)582270 
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5| Holloway’s 51 

THE LOCAL FURNITURE AND 
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS WITH A 
NATIONAL REPUTATION 

A Professional Service from complete contents 
to a single item — Valuations — Free 
Pre-Sale Advice 

49 PARSONS STREET, BANBURY 
OXON OX16 PF: TEL: (0295) 253197 
STREATLEY, BERKS TEL: (0491) 872318 
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MEMORIALS 
LTD 

SHAW IIILL 
NEWBURY 
BERKS 
0635 40480 




Cuiaioyue free on reqm si 
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COUNTING • HOUSE 

§1 A complete CdlcilaNng and 
If General 8ook-k©eplng Service 
Stockcourit •Calculation 
Bills of Cuf|fy • RA.Y.E. • VAT etc 

llli Nationwide Service f if if : 
* The Old Red Uon 
62 High Street 

lllllpreat Mlssenden, Bucks f 

111 Te/ephodjfc < 0494 ) iRiOtNf 


GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


For a personal and dignified service contact: 


Mr J. CURRAN 
Churchgate 

The Broadway, Thatcham 


or Mr G. CHURCH 
46 Bishopwood Road 
Tadley 


Tel: 10635) 68444 (24 hours) Tel: 0734 814420 (24 hours) 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 
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A vital role in th e Church 



Mr Ford, writing in last month’s 
edition of The DOOR, contrasts 
the number of Diocesan staff 
with that of his own company. 
But finance is only one aspect of 
our administration. He surely 
cannot suggest that the whole 
mission of this Diocese can be 
administered by just eight staff? 
The Diocese covers three coun- 
ties with a combined population 
of more than two million people. 
Every one of those two million is 
entitled to the ministry of the 
Church. It is estimated that about 
17,600 children and 69,000 
adults will be in our churches on 
an average Sunday, and many 
more will come for baptisms, 
weddings and funerals during 
the year. 

To meet this need, the Diocese 
employs and houses around 480 
parish clergy (an average of 
1:4,167) across 635 parishes, at 
a total cost of around £7.5m. Our 


I wonder how often Mr Ford 
(letters, April issue) makes con- 
tact with the staff at Church 
House. If he thinks the Church 
can be compared to a multina- 
tional company, not very often I 
suspect. If he did, he would ap- 
preciate much better what they 
do. 

Over 20 years I have come to 
know something of the responsi- 
bility the Church House staff 
have. As a parish priest and ex- 
rural dean who has dealt contin- 
uously with parish churches, 
church schools, parish bounda- 
ries, trustees, assistant curates, 
glebe property, not to mention 
the vicarages I have lived in but 
not owned, I would have found 
life chaotic and unmanageable 
without the financial, legal and 
undoubted pastoral skills of the 
staff at the centre. 

Equally, we place a high im- 
portance on the Gospel com- 
mand to teach and train today’s 
adults and young people in ways 
that asssist what the fully 
stretched clergy and the parish 
congregations are doing. 

Thankfully, the Diocese works 
directly with the deaf, single par- 
ent mothers, black concerns, 
homelessness and others. An- 
other Gospel command that I 
haven’t mentioned is that vital 
subject of communication! 


clergy and their families deserve 
efficient pay and administration, 
proper training and caring sup- 
port. Those who give to the 
Church need to know that we 
have sufficient professional staff 
to handle their contributions. 

The idea that Church House is 
an over-staffed bureaucracy is 
simply wrong. It is by any stand- 
ard a lean and fit support unit for 
the parishes, carrying out the 
tasks set for it by the Synod. The 
following examples I have elic- 


Last week I telephoned Church 
House about anti-theft devices 
for my vicarage, a faculty, an 
expenses claim, a planning ap- 
plication, and an ordinand — to 
name but a few. I always meet 
with prompt attention, friendli- 
ness and co-operation. Such is 
the commitment of our Church 
to its work that if the central staff 
were not there we should have to 
invent them. I for one have beeen 
grateful to them, again and again. 

The Revd Christopher 
Hewetson, 
Diocesan Vocations Advisor, 
Holy Trinity, 
Headington Quarry, Oxford 

Investing 

ethically 

I would like to rebut Mr. Law- 
son’s claim (March DOOR) that 
the philosophy of ethical invest- 
ment is complicated. 

It rests on the proposition that 
as Christians (not as citizens!) 
we are individually and collec- 
tively responsible for the way in 
which the wealth we own is in- 
vested. 

It is perfectly possible, and is 
being done every day, to con- 
struct a portfolio which avoids 


ited might serve to demonstrate 
just how sufficiently the parish- 
es are served: 

The Diocese owns 394 clergy 
houses valued at about £10m, 
and a further 85 Board of Fi- 
nance properties valued at around 
£13m, and has responsibility both 
for their maintenance and for 
being good landlords to the cler- 
gy families whom it houses. It 
does all this with one architect, 
two surveyors, one assistant and 
the minimum of secretarial help. 


specific areas of investment and/ 
or seeks to support socially de- 
sirable enterprise. 

At the end of the day there may 
(or may not) be a fractional pen- 
alty in this choice of action. But 
is it not the business of Chris- 
tians to look at the moral base of 
their behaviour in evry aspect of 
life? 

Brenda Boughton , 
Oxford 


God is 
Spirit 

In Truth in the Son , a book that I 
was given last year at the time 
David Winter was speaking here 
about the Decade of Evange- 
lism, one reads (p.23): “It is not 
part of the Biblical revelation 
that God is made, in the sexual or 
gender sense. How can that be 
when he is ‘Spirit’ — ’’without 
body, parts or passions” — as the 
Thirty Nine articles put it? Yet 
many Christians are deeply dis- 
turbed to be told that God is not 
male, as though that were to deny 
his personality! 

Percy Holliday, 
Beaconsfield 


The Diocese supports 283 
Church schools, educating 
40,000 children within a Chris- 
tion ethos and servicing their 
head teachers and governors. To 
meet these legal resposibilities, 
the Diocese employs a mere three 
officers, one executive officer 
and one secretary, and is hard 
pressed to meet its commitments. 

The Diocese is also legally re- 
sponsible for faculty jurisdici- 
tion (the equivalent of planning 
permission) in all of its 830 
church buildings. It handled 199 
Faculty and 200 Archdeacon’s 
certificate applications last year, 
and serviced its statutory advi- 
sory commitee with one half- 
time post and half a secretary. 

Then there is the comprehen- 
sive programme of adult Chris- 
tian education across the three 
counties, the support for its 118 
ordinands and trainees, and its 
350 Readers and authorised Lay 
ministers. The Diocese provides 
resources for Sunday schools, 
youth ministry, stewardship and 
parish development. It manages 
hundreds of trust deeds. And it 
deals with innumerable enquir- 
ies every week from journalists 
and members of the public from 
across the UK and abroad. 

Cost effective 

Mr Ford criticises the new ex- 
tension to Church House. Yet 
this not only brings together ex- 
isting staff in the most cost effec- 
tive way, but ensures that the 
money we spend is invested in 
property with a high resale val- 
ue, thus increasing its worth. 
Renting portable or other build- 
ings is not a wise long-term move. 

Diocesan staff play a vital role 
in the Church’s mission. I have 
found they are highly motivated, 
and work closely with their col- 
leagues in the parish ministry. 

In a recent comparison, it was 
found that the Oxford Diocese 
had one of the lowest ratios of 
support staff to parish staff of 
any other diocese, and is highly 
cost effective. 

That is not to say that it could 
not become even leaner and fit- 
ter. But the Diocese has decided, 
through Synod, that it wants these 
support ministries — and I be- 
lieve it is getting them in a cost- 
effective way. 

Tom Garrud, 
Lay Chairman, 
Abingdon Deanery 


and a view from the Vicarage 


’ Applications are invited for the * 

post of 

HOUSEMOTHER 

at Oxford Life House 

The house, situated in East Oxford, provides medium-term 
accommodation for five unsu p ported mothers 
and their babies. 

The housemother visits daily, to ensure that the house is 
running smoothly. 

She is assisted by a team of volunteers. 

Hours: 8 to 12 per week 
Expenses paid - Small salary 

For farther details, contact: 

Mary Mulhern 

(Oxford 715886) 

. or 

Paula Flynn 

(Witney 772124) 

9 Life: Registered charity no. 274144 


Opening 

1992 

THE MANOR 
HOUSE 



Dates 

1992 


AND 
** GARDENS 


STANTON HARCOURT, Near OXFORD 

The House and Gardens are open from 2-6p.m. on: 


MONTH 

THURSDAY 

SUNDAY 

MONDAY 

OPEN ON 




BANK HOLS 

STATED DAYS 

APRL 

- 

5 

- 

FROM 2-6PM 


16 

19 

X 



30 

3 (May) 

4 (May) 

ADMISSION 

MAY 

14 

21 

17 

24 

- 

HOUSE & CARDEN 

JUNE 

4 

7 

_ 

Adults £3.00 


16 

21 

- 

Children (under 12 

JULY 

2 

5 

- 

yrs) & OAPs £2.00 


16 

19 

. 



X 

2 (Aug) 

- 

GARDEN ONLY 

AUGUST 

13 

16 

- 

Adults £1.50 


27 

X 

31 

Children (under12 yrs) 

SEPTEMBER 

10 & 24 

13 4 27 

- 

& OAPs £1.00 


Disabled Visitors Welcome at all opening times. Group visits by 
special arrangement TELEPHONE: OXFORD (0865) 681928 


ALONE? DEPRESSED? SUICIDAL? 


Thie 

Samaritans 




Phone (24 hours) 

FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL 
Amersham 432000 
Banbury 270000 
Bracknell 55556 
Milton Keynes 667777 
Newbury 42452 
Oxford 722122 
Reading 505505 
Slough 31 01 1 

Always there at the end of the line ' ' 
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1992 Summer School 
of Christian Drama 

Friday 31st July to Friday 7th August 

TTie Hayes Conference Centre Swan wick, Derbyshire. Professional tutors. 

Full details from Radius, Christ Church & Upton Chapel, Kennington 
Road, London SE1 7QP. 

Telephone: #71-401 2422. 

f HOLIDAYS FRANCE AND SPAIN^\ 

** ALL YEAR ROUND ** 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast, swimming pools, restaurant, 
supermarket etc. 

Ferries - Flights and Insurance arranged. 

ALSO MOBILE HOME SALES ABROAD 
For details: 

G. F. T reheme, TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 
Tel: (0865) 820165 (24 Hour Answerphone) 


(Parish Church of St (Dunstan 

Monks Risborough 
Requires an 

ORGANIST/CHOIR DIRECTOR 

( Deputies available) 

Rite B, Merbecke, Parish Salter 
For further details please apply to: 

Rev P. A. Amor 
The Rectory 
Mill Lane 
Monks Risborough 
Bucks 

or Telephone: (08444) 3162 


JL 


oorc 


"HEALING DAMAGED EMOTIONS" 

The Way to Spiritual and Relational Wholeness 
16 - 19 June 1992 

A national conference in Oxford led hy 
Dr David Seamands 
As bury Theological Seminary 
Wilmore, Kentucky, USA 

There will be 10 sessions, each exploring a biblical and practical 
approach to the healing of emotional problems 

Dr Seamands books include: 

Healing Damaged Emotions; Healing of the Memories; 

Healing Grace; Putting Away Childish Things 

The conference is sponsored by: 

The Oxford Christian Institute for Counselling 

For further details, and application form, please write to: 

OC1G ( CONF 92), 11 Norham Gardens, Oxford, OX2 6PS 

ENJOY THE BENEFITS 
NF REGAL WINDING 
i CONSERVATORIES 



Please Note: The 
showroom will bs 


•Easy Payments Available* 

•No Deposit 
•Local Manufacturer 
•Our Reputation is Built on Quality 

•WRITTEN CREDIT DETAILS ON REQUEST 


temporarily dos- 
ed tor repairs on 
Saturday, 14th 
March ONLY. 



VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 
OR RING US NOW FOR A 
FREE QUOTATION 


fat 

L 
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FOR A FRIENDLY NO OBLIGATION QUOTE TEL: OXFORD 790101 


Regal 

Windows 8c Conservatories 
( 0865) 790101 
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INSTITUTE OF COUNSELLING 
COUNSELLING SKILLS 


• Certificate Courses • 1 Year Diploma Courses 

• 2 Year Diploma Courses • Training Resources 

— All Courses on a Home Study Basis — 

For further details write: — 

Registrar, Institute or Counselling, 

Dept D, 15 Hope St, Glasgow <52 6AB. j C. ACC I 



JArdeCve 

JKyCe of LochaCsh 
‘J\oss -shire, IV40 8(DZ> 



Relax in comfortable, traditional surroundings in this 
historic West Highland guest house. A wide range of 
interest weeks or tours available. Cliristian retreat 
weeks/weekends and conferences a speciality. 

A warm welcome and excellent food assured. 

Opt •// February to November ( + New Year) 

Please contact: Colin and Mary Deans 
Telephone: 059 985 233 




FIONA 

PRESTON 


Soft Furnishings Specialist 

★ Blinds — Austrian, London, Roman, etc 
★ Curtains, pelmets, tie-backs 
★ Bed covers and canopies 
★ Cushion covers, etc 
Fast, reliable friendly and professional service. 
Free estimates day or evening 

Please tel. (0491) 680508 






'HOLIDAYS FRANCE AND SPAIN \ 


V. 


** ALL YEAR ROUND ** 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast, swimming pools, restaurant, 
supermarket etc. 

Ferries - Flights and Insur;ince arranged. 

ALSO MOBILE HOME SALES ABROAD 

For details: 

G. F. Treheme, TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 
Tel: (0865) 820165 (24 Hour Answerphone) 







Green 

working 

holiday? 


Spend a week to a month in Southern 
Spain helping a charity to green the 
deserts - tree planting, organic garden- 
ing, devising simple devices for the 
hungry, etc — with expert supervision. 

Live in our research centre in an idyllic 
mountain village. Work four hours a day and have the time 
to enjoy the spectacular country, swimming, sun, wholefood 
and good company. 


You pay from £45 per week (£37 low- 
waged, etc.) (Non-working visitors 
welcome at £70 a week). Send £1 for 
full details to Sun.sced Desert 
Technology. 



SUNSEED DESERT TECHNOLOGY 


(Sunsced Trust Regd. Charity No. 292511) 
VO Box 2000, Dept DR, Cambridge CB5 81 IG. 
Tel: (0284) 728863 


WITHOUT THIS ATTRACTION YOU MIGHT 
NOT SEE THE OTHERS 

THE THAMES BARRIER 

THE LARGEST MOVABLE FLOOD 
BARRIER IN THE WORLD 



Visitors Centre with Exhibition 

Spectacular new Audio-Visual Show 
Hallett's Panorama of Bath 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Admission Price (Discounts: seniors, children, groups) 
Self-service Cafeteria with Riverside Terrace 
Function Room and Evening Carvery 
for pre-booked groups: 

0081-316 4438 

Well stocked book and souvenir shop. Riverside Walkways and Picnic 
Area. Round Barrier Cruises 
Ample Car Parking. FREE COACH PARK 
Regular boats from Westminster. Tower and Greenwich Piers 
■ a ■ ■ Train to Charlton 

THAMES BARRIER VISITORS CENTRE 
1 11 ■■ 0081-854 1373 

ThTThafllesBanS Unity Way. Woolwich. London SE18 5NJ 



Members of the Oxford Chinese Christian Student Fellowship 
recently gathered for a two-day retreat of informal music and 
workshops. Called ‘Glued to Christ’ it was held at SS Philip and 
James in the Woodstock Road, now the Oxford Centre for 
Mission Studies. Left to right: Mike Moulders (Co-ordinator for 
Student Fellowship, Designer at OUP), Chung Ei (Midwife at 
J.R. Hospital), Adeline Yeo (Student at Oxford Polytechnic) with 
guitar, Eng Shim (Student at Oxford Polytechnic), Pax Tan 
(Advisor, Postgraduate Student, Oxford Polytechnic). 


Music to their ears 
— in Cantonese 


If you pass the Headington Bap- 
tist Church in Oxford on Sunday 
afternoons, you are likely to hear 
the unfamiliar sound of hymn 
singing in Cantonese — as mem- 
bers of the Oxford Chinese Chris- 
tian Church (OCCC) hold their 
weekly ecumenical service. 

Many of the Church’s mem- 
bers are students from Hong 
Kong, Malaysia and Singapore 
— who also meet on Saturday 
evenings at 5.15 pm in St Al- 
da te’s Rectory Room for a fel- 
lowship meal and Bible study, 
and often attend services in the 
city’s mainstream churches. But 
OCCC also includes people from 
the local Chinese community, 
some of whom don’t speak Eng- 
lish and for them the Cantonese 
service is vital. 

“One of the main aims of the 


Chinese Church is to preach the 
Gospel, and it is important that 
members should be able to com- 
municate, pray and read the Bi- 
ble together in their own lan- 
guage,” said Kai Man Kwan, a 
student from Hong Kong. 

For more details of OCCC and 
its services, ring 0865 65756. 



OUR KAHN 


One of the most encouraging and exciting things about the Church of 
Christ today is that it is made up of people from every nation under the 
sun, pointing towards the day when the whole human race will 
recognise itself as a single family. 

In the churches throughout our Diocese there are multi-racial 
gatherings every Sunday, as people of different languages and racial 
groupings, who would otherwise live in isolation, are brought together 
in the service and worship of our one Lord. 

It is sad that some churches do 


not have this opportunity, and 
fall prey to the idea that the 
Church is composed of like- 
minded folk instead of the mar- 
vellous variety of people whom 
Christ has given us as partners 
in His work. 

This is important for those of 
us who are white Christians to 
remember. For two or three hun- 
dred years, missionaries have 
been going from here to show 
other people how to be Chris- 
tians. Mow, this is no longer 
true. We are learning from 
Christians in Asia who, in their 
situation, have deeply explored 
the issues of inter-faith dialogue. 
We heaT from Christians from 
an Afro-Caribbean background, 
who demonstrate a steadfast- 
ness in their faith despite preju- 
dice and oppression. Christians 
from South America are show- 
ing us their struggle for social 
justice based on their belief in 
God as the Father of all. 


by Derek West 


Partnership 


Some useful addresses 


Alliance of Asian Christians 

The Alliance aims to build up the life and witness of Asian 
Christians and to inspire the unique contribution they have to 
make. It encourages fellowship, prayer and action amongst 
Asians and in partnership with all Christians regardless of 
race, and also forms a network of Asian churches in order to 
share resources and make them more effective. It organises 
events such as last year’s Christmas celebration in Leicester 
when hundreds of Asian Christians celebrated Christ’s com- 
ing in an Asian way with dance, songs, music, drama and 
poetry. It also publishes a magazine Aaeki Haae. All details 
about the Alliance from AAC, c/o 194 London Road, Leices- 
ter LE21ND. 

The Centre for Black and White 
Christian Partnership 

The Centre (whose symbol appears above) was founded in 
1978 and has as its motto ‘ harmony through contact and 
education’. It is these two activities — ‘contact’ and ‘educa- 
tion’ that characterise its work. It works to promote mutual 
cooperation and understanding among churches with a signif- 
icant number of Black and Asian residents, as well as to create 
awareness in predominantly white areas of this new dimen- 
sion in Church life. It acts as a resource centre to help both 
black and white Christians to understand each ot her’s work 
and life,, and to do research in all areas concerning relation- 
ships across cultures. The Centre also mounts courses for 
ministers and others who wish to be open to the insights and 


experiences of those who come from other backgrounds. 
Finally it has built up numerous contacts with other 
churches and organisations all over the world. Address 
on page 8. 

Christian Churchs in the British Isles, 
Community Race Relations Unit 

The Unit publishes a bulletin for racial justice three times 
a year called Church and Race (£3 p.a.). It includes 
comment, news, reviews and meditation. Available by 
subscription from Inter-Church House, 35-41 Lower 
Marsh, London SE1 7RL. A selection of books on racial 
issues are also available. 

Evangelical Christians 
for Racial Justice 

This association, formed in 1972, works to combat 
racism in theology, churches and society and to provide 
resources and training. Membership is open to “all who 
share a Christian concern for truth, justice and peace in 
a multi-racial society”. Its magazine Racial Justice is 
published three times a year (February, June and Octo- 
ber) and costs £1.50 per issue or as part of ECRJ mem- 
bership. They have also produced New Humanity - a 
study pack for Christians in a multi-racial Society (£5) 
which church groups might find as a useful starting point 
for any discussion on racial issues. Further details aboput 
ECRJ from 12 Bell Bam Shopping Centre, Cregoe 
Street, Birmingham B152DZ. Tel: 021 622 5799. 


We need the partnership of 
Christians of other backgrounds 
to explore and re-imagine what 
faith and discipleship must 
mean in the cities, towns and 
villages of our Diocese. Those 
churches already rejoicing in 
their multi-cultural and multi- 
racial character are doing race 
relations every week, and know 
the joys and opportunities of 
sharing in a rainbow coloured 
Church., 

The members of the Race 
.Group in this Diocese believe 
that this sort of partnership is 
one of the most enjoyable ele- 
ments of discipleship. You will 
find contributions from some 
of our members in this edition 
of The DOOR. Anna writes ‘In 
my view’, Beverley is the sub- 
ject of ‘God in the life of, 
Moussa is the Christian Aid 
representative, and Okon has 
written the Parish Profile this 
month. Our fullworking group 
is: Anne Sear,Thatcham; Okon 
Ironbar, Ascot Heath; Hugh 


Boulter, Theale; Norman and 
Denise Critchell, Slough; George 
Garvey, Tilehurst; Anna Thomas- 
Betts, Langley; Ron Wilcox, Am- 
ersham; John Elliott, Maidenhead; 
Beverley Ruddock, Binfield; Janet 
Hodgson, Great Haseley; Mous- 
sa Conteh, Milton Keynes; Anne 
Smith, High Wycombe and my- 
self, Derek West, from Slough as 
convenor. 

Many churches in our Diocese, 
because of their monochrome 
make-up, do not have the oppor- 
tunity in their own localities to 
meet and discuss racial issues. 
Therefore, the Race Group of the 
Oxford Diocesan Board for So- 
cial Responsibility has organised 
a weekend in Slough to celebrate 
the ‘rainbow nature’ of the Chris- 
tian Church on June 5 and 6, 1992. 

On Saturday, June 5, Bishop 
Patrick Kalilombe, Director of the 
Centre for Black and White Chris- 
tian Partnership will chair two 
workshops on ‘Combatting Rac- 
ism in Society and Combatting 
Racism in the Church’ . Applica- 
tion forms are available from your 
rural dean, members of the Race 
Group or direct from the Conven- 
or at 11, Sussex Place, Slough 
SL1 1NH). In the evening of that 
day there will be a celebration of 
Christian worship from around 
the world at St Mary’s Parish 
Church in Slough at 8pm while on 
Sunday Bishop Patrick will preach 
at St Andrew’s Church in Cip- 
penham at 9.30am and at Mass at 
St Ethelbert’s Roman Catholic 
Church at 11am. 

Come and share in the rain- 
bow nature of God’s Church, 
and celebrate the wideness of 
God’s love in the many varie- 
ties of Christian life. 
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Creative contrit 


I was four when my family came to England 
Birmingham, and because there were few Indians i 
50s, we were not so much integrated into English s 
dated. Though the language at home was Bengali, 
to me on the phone would know that I came out c 
varied and colourful than the average Englishman 
The enrichment and stimulus of this Bengali side 
constant source of joy and gratitude. My father, a c 
King Edward’s School, Birmingham, and I read » 
College, Oxford. I played cricket for the University, 
in the College Chapel and there I felt the first inkli 
to the ordained ministry. I was an accountant for sei 
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I was ordained as a ‘Minister in Secular Employm 
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Thursday night fellowship meeting for Wazir Chand and members of his Asian congregation at St Luke’s, Cowley 

Wazir Chand — focus for Asians 



The Revd Wazir Chand is known to Asians 
far beyond his Oxfordongregation. When he 
was ordained a priest at St Luke’s last year, 
Asian Christians travelled to the service from 
far and wide — and included a bishop and a 
priest who came all the way from India. 
Even as a teacher in India, Wazir was known 
as something of a preacher, and almost since 
his arrival in this country in 1963 he has 
ministered to the Asian community, both 
Christian and non-Christian — providing 
not only a Christian focal point, but also 
practical advice on everything from passport 
to tax problems. 

Wazir’s life has not always been easy. De- 
spite his distiguished academic reputation in 
India, he worked as a postman when he first 


came to England before returning to teaching 
in Birmgham and eventually to running his 
own grocery business. 

In 1989, his ministry to Asians in Oxford 
was officially recognised when the Bishop of 
Oxford licensed him and opened the St Luke’s 
Pastoral Advice Centre. Then in September 
1990 he was ordained a deacon and last 
autumn, a priest. 

Each Sunday at St Luke’s he celebrates a 
Eucharist in Punjabi and Urdu at 5pm, and 
twice a week meets with Asian Christians in 
Cowley (Thursday) and Kidlington (Wednes- 
day) for fellowship and Bible study. Every 
six weeks or so a group from his congregation 
also sing Asian songs at the Family Service at 
St James, Cowley. “We enjoy worshipping 


in our own language. It’s the same for 
English people. No matter how long they 
are in India, they still enjoy worshipping in 
their own language” he says. 

Another important part of Wazir’s work is 
his ministry to the Muslims. Occasionally 
they attend his services at St Luke’s, and he 
says it is now possible for him to pray and 
read the Bible in Muslim homes where once 
that would not have been acceptable. “The 
Lord is opening doors,” he says. 

In November he will also lead an eight-day 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land from St Luke’s 
Pastoral Centre, and will provide a transla- 
tion in Urdu and Punjabi. 

Further details are available from him on 


0865 714160. 


Photographs by 
Frank Blackwell 


From Peshawar to St Clement’s 


Enjoy Morley in Spring and Summer 

MOBLEY 
BETBEAT HOUSE 

The Derby and Southwell 
Diocesan Retreat House 
In beautiful country setting near Derby 

Places still available on followin g dates: 



1 2th- 14th JUNE - Communication and Listening - A weekend to team, 
develop and practice these important skills for personal and Parish use. 

15th- 17th JUNE - A Canaan Retreat - The Mary Sisters return to share 
The Secret of a Joy Filled Life. Renewing our first love for Jesus. Ideal 
for those new to Retreats. 

17th- 19th JULY- Adult Teaching/Adult Learning - A skills workshop 
developing adult education skills for use in Parish education and Lay 
Training. Particularly relevant for those involved in an adult teaching 
roled in the church, Clergy or lay. 

20th- 24 th JULY/1 Oth-1 4th AUGUST - Holiday Breaks - Come, relax, 
enjoy the peace of the house and beauty of the grounds. A few days 
fellowship with others. 

3rd-JULY-6th AUGUST - Painting and Prayer Retreat - Beginners and 
more experienced painters are welcome. 

14th-16th SEPTEMBER - Prayer in Shadows, Prayer in Light - 3 day 
Retreat, peace and quiet. Angela Ashwan guides us through many of 
life's situations when it is difficult to pray. 

For details of these and other events please contact: 

MOBLEY BETHEAT HOUSE 

Church House, Morley, Derby DE7 6DE 
Telephone: 0332 831293 


ARE YOU LETTING THE 
MOMENTS SLIDE BY? 


Purveyor 

Of 

memories 



Phone/Fax 0491 874289 


Distance 

no 

object 


present 

ONE DAY FALCONRY EXPERIENCES 

offering an exciting opportunity to see and 
handle birds of prey in all their grandeur 

One of the most ancient sports, falconry has enjoyed a revival in 
recent times. Hawks have always been a fascination, with their 
apparent wildness, but in fact they are invariably gentle creatures if 
handled with the respect they deserve. 

Our Hawking Heritage One Day Hawking Experiences are designed 
to allow as much close contact as possible between you and the hawks 
and falcons. Also, through audio-visual demonstrations, you will come 
to understand more fully the nature of the creatures, their habits and 
their natural habitats. 

We will illustrate how falconry, as a sport, has helped to add to and 
preserve the wild population of birds of prey in this country. 

Our aim is to provide the most comprehensive experience of falconry 
currently available in the lime-span of one day. Visitors will enjoy 
their experience in the heart of rural North Wales, noted for its 
outstanding scenery. The One Day Hawking Experience is tutored by 
a professional falcon of many years’ experience in this field. 

For a fee of £45.00 per person per day, we also include a light lunch. 
Don't miss this opportunity to partake in a rare and exciting sport. 

Make your reservation now, as places are limited. 

Hawking Heritage also give 2-day 
and 5-day courses for those who 
have a deeper interest in the sport. 
Please telephone now for details, on 
Ruthin (08242) 7452 or fax us on 
Ruthin (08242) 5169, and we will 
send a leaflet by return of post. 
Hunting Days are available, for 
parties of a limited number, when 
the season allows. 

cMcuiJiuUf. Jt&utacje, 

23, Clwyd Stmt, Ruthin, Clwyd LL15 1HH 
Telephone: (08242) 7452 
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Munna Mitra 


For Christians, the Holy Land is 
the most appropriate and logical 
choice for a centre of our global 
world. Geographically, its bor- 
ders meet the Western world on 
one hand and the Eastern on the 
other. 

The birthplace of Christ and the 
cradle of Christianity, it is also 
the world stage for the drama of 
salvation for the entire human 
race, because of Christ’s cruci- 
fixion, death and rising again. 
His nine appearances in 40 days 
take us to the Ascensiontide, 
where the Lord’s disciples were 
commissioned to become His 
foreign Mission Partners. 

St Thomas, the incredulous one, 
set off on his missionary jour- 
ney, landing first on the Malabar 
coast, South India. After estab- 
lishing a strong Church there, he 
moved on to North India, now 
including Pakistan, in the first 
half of the first Christian century 
and planted churches in and 
around Texila, Pakistan.The 
Christians of that region proudly 
wore a Texila Cross which is 
now the symbol of the United 
Church of Pakistan. 

The Church continued to sur- 



vive in South India though little 
is known about the Texila based 
Church. The present Church in 
Pakistan comprises the converts 
of the Church Missionary Soci- 
ety and the United Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel 
and their associates. It is in this 
context that I as first Bishop of 
the Diocese of Peshawar fit in. 
In the Church of Pakistan, eight 
out of ten bishops are former 
Anglicans including Bishop 
Michael Nazir- Ali, present 
General Secretary of CMS. 

Educated in Pakistan, India, 
Canada and the UK, I started 


my ministry in the rural Punjab 
in Pattoki. Before becoming 
Bishop of Peshawar in 1982, I 
was Archdeacon of Lahore, and 
Dean of Frontier Regions of the 
United Diocese of Lahore and a 
Missionary of the Danish Mis- 
sionary Society ‘Society in Aid’, 
in Pakistan. While still in service 
in 1 990, 1 was invited to St Clem- 
ent’s Church, Oxford to serve as 
a CMS Partner in Mission based 
in Oxford, where I developed a 
ministry among the Asian mem- 
bers of the community particu- 
larly among the Muslims living 
round St Clements and the neigh- 
bouring three mosques. 

In addition there were monthly 
visits to a Luton Pakistani Chris- 
tian congregation, the training of 
Wycliffe Hall students in deal- 
ing with Muslims and lectures 
and talks on Islam. 

+ Khair-ud-Din 
Bishop Khair-ud-Din and his 
wife Daphne officially retired in 
February but continue to live in 
St Clement’s . Their plans in- 
clude the development of a min- 
istry of healing among people of 
other faiths. Bishop Khair also 
writes poetry. 
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PILGRIMAGE CHURCHES OF BAVARIA 

14 days 14 September £479 


ASSISI & ROME 

12 days November £385 


>RALS & SHRINES OF FRANCE 
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■Travel 


Pick up points 
include: 


Cheltenham , Swindon , Oxford, Reading, 
Slough, Westminster Cathedral 


GROUP/PARISH PILGRIMAGES - ASK US FOR DETAILS 

PEUEGRINAGGIO 

Pilgrimage Tours and Holidays by Coach 

0242 PO ®° x 321 0242 

OftfaQA CHELTENHAM 

261990 GL51 6YA 261990 
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Sick Pay Problems ? 

If you are sick - who pays the bills? 

PROTECT YOUR FAMILY'S INCOME 
JOIN OUR SICKNESS BENEFIT SCHEME 

Other insurances also available 
For details write to: 

& ANCIENT ORDER OF FORESTERS 


Freepost, 51 Hill Avenue, 
Amersham, Bucks HP6 5BR 


or telephone (0494) 433604 

Member of LAUTRO 



Woolhampton 
(0734) 714098 


Designer 

Landscapes 


Designs, Rockeries, Brick Paths, 
Ponds, Retaining Walls, Pergolas, Patios, 
Fencing, Planting and Drives. 




FLAT ROOF PROBLEMS...? 


LEAKING, COLD AND WET, 

CONTINUOUS MAINTENANCE, DAMP, CRACKS, 

MOSS AND ALGAE 

WE HAVE SOLVED IT 

Totally maintenance free glass fibre applied in one operation 

YOU CAN WALK ON IT, DANCE ON IT, 

OR EVEN USE IT AS A ROOF GARDEN 
POLYURETHANE INSULATION CAN GIVE YOU £££s 
OR REDUCTION ON HEAT LOSS 

LONDON GLASS 

FIBRE FLAT ROOFING LTD 
OXFORD OFFICE 
HIGH WYCOMBE OFFICE 


(0494) 526038 


95 CHAPEL LANE, HIGH WYCOMBE 




No 9 Studio Pottery 



High Quality Architectural Ceramics Exterior 
and Interior, Hand Made Tiles and Fittings. 
Chimney Pots, Finials and Ornamentals, Murals 
and Dccoratives. 

24hr. Phone & Fax (0628) 475078 
Mobile Phone (0860) 314694 





THE "NO FUSS" WAY TO 
TRANSFORM YOUR HALL 


The dream staircase you've 
always wanted is just a phone- 
call away. Because now, you can 
have your old banisters replaced 
by beautiful timber balustrading, 
without the need for any 
structural changes. 

Reliable craftsmen will fit 
genuine Richard Burbridge 
Stairparts for you, with the 
minimum of fuss and mess. 

Bring timeless, traditional 
style to your hallway and add 
value to your home. 

Simply call us for a free 
quotation today. 



For advice and quotation telephone 
Nick Bridges and Company 
High Wycombe 
0494 881905 

RICHARD BVRBIDGE APPROVED INSTALLER 




ichard 
Burbidge 
Homefit 


Buckinghamshire 

Fireplaces 

Specialists in brick, stone, marble and pine fireplaces. 
Gas coal effect fires. All work guaranteed. 

Free designs and estimates. 

Gas Fires from £190 including Free Fitting 

Phone anytime 

BOURNE END 0628 529865 


R&M TURNPIKE FORGE 
SHOP & SHOWROOM 

NOW OPEN 

Fire baskets, fire tools, plant holders, candlesticks, weather 
vanes, hanging basket brackets, fire screens, brass and 
copperware, cast metal name plates. Gates and railings. 
We will make ANYTHING to order! 

For all enquiries telephone: 

0867 307755 

Clifton Hampden, Abingdon, Oxon OX 14 3DE 


AMERICA’S BEST SELUN8 WATER FILTERS NOW AVAILABLE IN BRITAIN 

The superior technology which made us leaders in the world’s most demanding market is now available to you. 

We do not cut comers! 

Our filters have: The fastest flow rate. Heavy duty, high impact construction. Top quality materials (all British Standard approved). A full 
written guarantee. Five time* the purifying capacity of ordinary filters. 

Your Bluebell-Orystal filter comes complete with its first cartridge. This needs to be replaced at 6 monthly intervals. (A very simple job using the 
special tool supplied with your filter). 

It is the Omni GACI-S Ultimate Granular- Activated Charcoal Cartridge. This contains 2 filters — the first is a pre-filter which removes rust, sedi- 
ment, dirt and sand if any of these are present in your water. It also disperses water evenly for the sec ond stage and lielpsdo prolong the cartridge 
life. 

The second stage is Granular- Activated Charcoal (named by “Which?" Magazine as the best filtration medium). Our cartridges contain Jive times the 
G.A.C. of standard filters! 

This stage will remove any bad taste, odour or discolouration your water may have and will eliminate or significantly reduce any of the following, if 
they arc present in your water: Benzene — Chlorine — Dioxin — Ethylene Dibromide (EDB) — Polychlorinated Bipheny (PCB) — Herbicides — 
Pesticides — Trichloroethylene (TCE) — Trihalomethanes (THMs). 

FRESH FILTERED WATER FROM YOUR OWN KITCHEN TAP 

Why buy bottled water when you can have superior product flowing freely from your kitchen tap at a tiny fraction of tlie cost? Why carry heavy bot- 
tles home from the Supermarket? Why not do away with the inconvenience, take up no refrigerator space, have no "empties” to dispose of and not 
have to worry about having enough in stock? The liberation of having fresh filtered water at the turn of a tap has to be experienced to be appreciated. 
Contact your Regional Dbtributor now, there k a special introductory offer ... the complete filter for a once-only payment of just £59.95!! 
The Omni GACI-S, due to its superior technology and construction will filter over 200 litres of water a day ... every day for six months! 
(slightly less if you have very heavy sediment). Of course, you wouldn’t use that much water from your kitchen tap even for cooking, washing up 
etc., but with the replacement cartridges costing only £1 1.85, the cost of your fresh filtered water works out at lp for more than 30 litres. 

WHICH MAKES SENSE? 

Bluebell-Crystal Water Filters are a British brand name for water filters manufactured by Omnifilter of Hammond, Indiana — the leading manufac- 
turer in the U.S.A. 

They come complete with all fittings and full instructions for D.I.Y. installation. Alternatively your Regional Distributor will be happy to arrange 
installation for you. The filter is mounted on a bracket screwed into the cupboard under your kitchen sink. No mainte- 
nance is required (there are no moving parts). They are totally out of sight and trouble free. Simply change the car- 
tridge every 6 months to ensure constant supplies of really pleasant drinking water. Every filter comes complete with 
a guarantee and registration card and the Omni Wrench to make changing cartridges a very simple job. 

Note: The inexpensiveness of our filter may surprise you when it is compared with inferior equipment winch you 
may have seen on offer. The reason is simple, In the U.S.A. water filtration is a massive market — over 40% of 
homes have in line filters fitted. It is a highly sophisticated market — very demanding in terms of both quality and 
price. In this country we can now benefit from the expertise and economy necessary to become market leaders in a 
highly competitive industry. To find out more about the remarkable Blue Bell-Crystal, contact your Regional 
Distributor. You will get friendly and helpful respooae. 

★ TOP QUALITY WATER FROM YOUR OWN KITCHEN TAP ★ AS MUCH AS YOU WANT — 

IMMEDIATELY YOU WANT IT ★ NO REFRIGERATION — NO EMPTIES — NO HASSLE 

Regional Distributor 081-427 8248 • 0831 534432 
WATER FILTERS “TAP WATER YOU CAN TRUST” 


30p-50p or more per litre 
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is the Church Newspaper 
of the Diocese of Oxford. 
It is produced by the 
Diocese in Association 
with Oxford Newspapers 
— part of Goodhead 
Publishing an dis 
distributed by Church 
Membership to 150,000 
readers in the three 
archdeaconries of Oxon, 
Bucks and Berks. 

To advertise in this 
newspaper please contact: 

Glyn Davies on: 

Oxford 

( 0865 ) 880505 



©mate $ro&ucta 

Manufacturer of Garden Ornaments 


Ornate products offer an exciting selection of 
superb wall planters and plaques, guaranteed 
to grace homes and gardens of all sizes. 
Family run business with ten years experience 
in the design and manufacture of classical 
ornaments. 

Orders can be submitted by post, fax or telephone. 

Please contact Stephen or Shelia for further assistance. 

Limecroft Road, Knaphill, WOKING, Surrey GU21 2TH 
Tel: (0483) 486566 Fax: (0483) 797809 


PILTD0WN 

ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGE 

Specialists in antique oak, elm and 
other hardwood flooring, period garden 
statuary, specialists in finding rare items and 
materials. 

Tel: 0285 850111 
Fax: 0285 850150 



VALLEY WINDOWS 

FOR REPLACEMENT WINDOWS, 
DOORS AND CONSERVATORIES 

Monarch Windows and Doors, uPVC Windows, 
Free Quotations. Trade and DIY Service. 
Domestic and Commercial. Distance no object. 

Tel: 0844 274467 

Holly Tree Farm, Lower Icknield Way, Great Kimble 


TO 

Authentic roofing service 

If your roof Is worn out, the rest of your house Is at risk. Water penetration 
can result in damaged ceilings and ruined decorations. 

If your roof Is giving you cause for concern, why not contact us for free 
advice and estimate. 

We are a family firm who work to the highest standards and 
guarantee satisfaction with the minimum of inconvenience. 

Listed buildings a speciality 

CARTER ROOFING 

OXFORD (0865) 61852 


KITCHENS, BEDROOMS 
AND BATHROOMS 

CUT OUT THAT MIDDLEMAN 

We can offer you genuine unbeatable prices because we are both 
experienced fitters who design, supply and fit quality fitted 
furniture without the usual showroom and salesman mark-ups. 
Our services include: Plumbing, electrical, tiling, heating, conserva- 
tories, fires, windows, doors, small building works and house 
renovations. 

DON'T DELAY , PHONE TODAY FOR MORE DETAILS 

K & M SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENT SPECIALISTS 
0494 449888 anytime 
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Your chance to 
help Albanians 


le Newbury branch of Feed the Children, a Reading-based national 
larity, started an Albanian appeal some months ago when many 
cal churches helped by having food collections. This developed 
to opening a vacant shop in Newbury town centre for the collection 
' food, toys, play equipment, toiletries, blankets, shoes and baby 

:ms. According to Mrs Gaynor 

>nes, the Newbury organiser, # 

e response was tremendous and C^llCK6t Udt6S 

d to the opening ot the Feed the 

hildren (Newbury) warehouse. The current cricket season will 


his is also the base for the re- 
:ntly launched Education Aid 
>r Albania. 

Readers wishing to help can 
ill at Feed the Children (New- 
nry), 35 Pound Street, New- 
ary RG 14 6AE. Tel: 0635 
9277. 

‘The people of Albania are de- 
rmined to improve their lives, 
hey do not expect us to do this 
>r them but we must help them 
) get on their feet; they cannot 
ossibly do this on their own” 
Irs Jones says. She asks readers 
) help by collecting items from 
le following list: 
ood: pasta, rice, sugar, flour, cooking 
il, milk poweder, milk powder, len- 
ls etc, tinned food, baby food, 
ledical: cotton wool, plasters, band- 
ges, non-prescription medicines etc. 
)leaning/toiletries:soap, 
hampoo, detergent, disinfectant, anti- 
eptics, towels. 

tedding: blankets, sheets etc. 
iducational/play equipment: picture 
ooks, footballs, sports gear, skipping 
opes etc, 

•or schools: books, exercise books, 
•encils and crayons, paints and brush- 
s, teaching aids. 

Equipment: servicable items (medical 
nd domestic) for institutions and 
tomes. 

Mus: cash to buy drugs and medical 
iquipment, food in bulk and to pay for 
ransportation to Albania 


Radio debut 


again see the^ Oxford Diocesan 
Cricket Club contesting the 
Church Times Cup. The region- 
al games will be held in June. 

Leicester Diocese is entering 
for the first time and Birming- 
ham will be fielding a much 
stronger team. However, the 
ODCC is hoping to repeat its 
successes, having won the com- 
petition for the past three years. 

New members of the team are 
still sought; if you are ordained 
and would like to play, please 
ring John Samways on Oxford 
243434. Supporters welcome! 
May 4 v Christ Church Warrigals, 
2pm Christ Church Sports Ground, 
Oxford; May 1 1 v Peterborough, 2pm 
Bloxham; May 19 v London, 2pm 
High Wycombe; June 1 v Leicester 
(CT), noon Banbury; June 8 v Bir- 
mingham (CT)» noon Stowe School; 
June 15 v Lichfield (CT); June 22 v 
Coventry, 2pm Bloxham; July 3 v 
Church Commissioners, noon venue 
to be arranged; Aug. 31 v Willows, 
2pm Stratford St John; Sept.7 v St 
Albans, 2pm Tring. 


IN BRIEF 


# Distorted Images by Anne 
Borrowdale, the Diocesan So- 
cial Responsibility Officer, has 
been shortlisted for the Winifred 
Mary Standford Prize, a £1000 
biennial Christian book award 
organised by Hodder and 
Stoughton. 


\ new religious affairs producer 
las been recruited by BBC Ra- 
dio Berkshire in co-operation 
mth the Churches’ Media Trust. 

Chris Loosemore began his 
Droadcasting career as a free- 
lance working on religious pro- 
grammes for BBC Radio Solent, 
before joining BBC TV in 1991. 
He moved to the BBC World 
Service in London as a studio 
manager, where he produced and 
presented a number of pro- 
grammes including the Gulf Link 
programmes for hostages and 
Britons hiding in Kuwait and 
Iraq during the Gulf War. 


# The new Rural Dean of New- 
port is the Revd Stephen Wes- 
ton, Rector of the Buckingham 
Gate Group of Parishes. 

# Reading Prison’s new chap- 
lain is the Revd Philip Derby- 
shire. He succeeds the Revd 
David Hastings, who has left to 
become Rector of the Lower 
Wylye and Till Valley, a bene- 
fice near Salisbury, Wiltshire. 

# St Luke’s Hospital for the 
Clergy, London, is looking for a 
representative in the Wendover 
area to help raise funds. Please 
contact Canon Peter Nicholson 
(071 388 4954). 



The Revd Grantley Findlays- 
on (pictured above by Frank 
Blackwell) was due to be li- 
censed on April 27 as Team 
Vicar in the West Slough Team 
Ministry with responsibility 
for St Michael’s Church. He 
moves to this Diocese from 
Watford, where he was an as- 
sistant priest. Grantley was 
born in Jamaica, and came to 
England in'1974 for a three- 
year Church Army course at 
the Wilson Carlisle Memorial 
College of Evangelism in Black 


Heath, before returning to to 
work in the Anglican Church 
in Jamaica as a parish evange- 
list. He married Gladys, a sis- 
ter in the Church Army, and 
in 1984 they were invited by 
the Church Army to work in a 
multi-racial parish in Bedford- 
shire. Three years later Grant- 
ley applied for ordination and 
was trained at Chichester The- 
ological College. His interests 
include camping, cycling, mu- 
sic, table tennis, race relations 
and, naturally, cricket 


Muir Cook 


I have just heard of the death of 
Muir Cook at the age of 89. To 
many of the members of the 
Church in the Diocese of Oxford 
he will be a remote name, but in 
the 1960s and 70s he was a hard 
working and influential member 
of the Board of Finance. On his 
retirement from employment in 
the mid-60s he devoted all his 
energy to the Church in the Par- 
ish of Hambleden, the Deanery 
of Wycombe and the Diocese 
through the Board of Finance. 

He was for some years chair- 
man of Committees of the Board. 
In that capacity he had a great 
influence on the reorganisation 
of the clergy stipends and their 
increase from the miserably low 
levels which were then normal 
for many livings. He deserves to 
be remembered by the Church 
and the clergy with heartfelt grat- 
itude. 

My own recollection will al- 


ways be of a happy and cheerful 
personality, and one for whom 
work for others was never too 
much trouble. He was a true and 
devoted Christian. 

David Pean 

David Pean is a former Secre- 
tary of the Board of Finance. 
There will be a Service ofThanks- 
giving for the lives of Muir and 
Betty Cook at Hambleden 
Church near Henley on Sunday, 
May 10 at 1 1 am. The preacher is 
Bishop Kenneth Woollcombe. 

March for Jesus 

Christians will be leaving from 
Newbury on May 23 to join 
60,000 walkers gathering in Lon- 
don for the ‘March for Jesus 
Europe 1992’. 

On September 19 there will be 
a ‘March for Jesus where you 
live ’ . For further details of New- 
bury ’s plans for May 23 contact 
Mrs Gaynor Jones(0635 49277). 


Anniversary celebrations 

Many parishes and organisations have planned events to cele 
brate the Diocese’s 450th Anniversary. So far these include: 

April 4 Windsor — Holy Trinity Garrison Church. Service of 

thanksgiving for their 150th Anniversary and 450th of 
the Diocese. Other special events during the summer. 

May 29 Reading. Berkshire County Record Office. Open 
evening. Also May 30 — Open Day. 

May 30 Diocese of Oxford Mothers’ Union festival. Service in 
Christ Church Cathedral to mark the inauguration of the 
new Anglican Province of Zaire as well as the 450th 
Anniversary of Oxford Diocese. 

May 30 East Hagbourne — St Andrew’s Church. Concert of 
16th Century Music. 

June 11 Drayton, Abingdon — Flowed Festival and teas. 
Junell/12 Earley, Reading, St Nicholas’, Flower and Garden 
Festival. 

Sept 5 Sandford-on-Thames, St Andrew’s Church, Fete and 
Flower Festival (Also September 6). 

Oct 24 Oxford — St Thomas’ Church, Becket Street. City 

Church Union Committee will hold a Mass — Celebrant, 
the Bishop of Oxford — followed by lunch 

The DOOR plans to highlight the 45oth anniversary in its September 
issue. If you have any photographs/memorabilia for possible inclusion 
please send them by July 1, clearly marked with your name and address 
for their safe return. 


Francis Pratt 


Francis, who died on March 3, 
should be honoured in the Ox- 
ford Diocese not least for the 
part he played in guiding it into 
the new era which was emerging 
in the 1960s when he was Arch- 
deacon of Buckingham. 

Coming from a Somerset par- 
sonage home by way of a Quak- 
er school, Keble and Wells, he 
served two West Riding parish- 
es before coming to Wendover 
in 1949. A brief incumbency at 
St Mary’s, Reading, preceded 
his appointment as Archdeacon 
of Bucks in 1961. It was a mo- 
ment when it was becoming clear 
that changes were in store for the 
rural church — especially in 
Bucks, with the arrival of a new 
city (eventually to become Mil- 
ton Keynes). Christopher Pepys 
(Bishop of Buckingham from 
1964), a forceful and mercurial 
leader, saw the challenge clear- 
ly; if the visions were his, then 
their orderly implementation, 
carried through with sensitivity 
and dispatch, owed much to 
Francis Pratt. By 1970, Bucks 
was well ahead with the difficult 
business of providing adequate 
pastoral care in a new situation, 
then their orderly implementa- 
tion, carried through with sensi- 
tivity and dispatch, owed very 
much to Francis Pratt. By 1970 
Bucks was well ahead with the 
difficult business of providing 
adequate pastoral care in a new 
situation. From 1970-78 Fran- 
cis was Provost of Southwell. 


He came back to Oxford in 1 978. 
After the death of his wife Eliz- 
abeth he stayed on , serving again 
on the Diocesan Advisory Com- 
mittee (where his local knowl- 
edge and humane common-sense 
were greatly valued), and readi- 
ly assisting hard-pressed coun- 
try clergy. A man of no false 
pretensions, with a puckish sense 
of fun and unstuffy enjoyment 
of the quirky and the unexpect- 
ed; a man of whom memories 
are all happy ones. 

Robert Collier 
Robert Collier served in the Di- 
ocese from 1959 to 1989, as an 
incumbent in Bucks and then as 
Secretary of the Diocesan Advi- 
sory Committee. 

Deaf awareness 

A Deaf Awareness Day is being 
held at the Deaf Centre in Ox- 
ford on Thursday, June 25, to 
promote understanding of the 
nature of deafness and to learn 
about the Deaf Church, the deaf 
community and deaf culture. 
There will be contributions from 
members of the Deaf Church 
and the deaf community, as well 
as other guest speakers. 

The Diocesan Deaf Church 
Choir will lead the signing of 
hymns at a special Ecumenical 
Signed Service of Praise at the 
Church of Christ the Cornerstone 
in Milton Keynes on June 24 at 
3pm. Further details of both 
events from Roger Williams on 
0235 815047. 


Life cares — will you? 

Life offers a pregnancy care service 
to all women — 

# free pregnancy tests 

# free non-directive counselling 

# counselling after abortion 

# housing before and after birth 

Life gives talks in schools, colleges, churches, 
hospitals and interested groups. 


COULP YOU BE A 
Life VOLUNTEER? 


Contact Life Pregnancy Care Centres at: 


SratbeUibmChiH 




Aylesbury 394344 
Bracknell 421905 
Oxford 727435 
Slough 23122 


Banbury 261257 
High Wycombe 
448544 

Reading 581699 


Pegasus Thamesnorth 
Retirement Homes pic 
23a High St. South, Olney, Bucks MK464AA 
Tet 0234 240044 Fax: 0234 240291 

PEGASUS ASSISTED 
LIVING SERVICE 

A Quality Service at Home for Retired People 

Do you, a relative, or a friend or neighbour need a helping hand around the home. 

Whether it is to maintain independence or just to give you some extra time to 
enjoy your retirement we can assist with cleaning, shopping or meal preparation. 
Pegasus Assisted Living Service is a private homecare agency. Our staff are fully 
vetted for security purposes and we train our staff to high standards to assist them 
in giving a quality, flexible service to our clients. We can provide: - 
Household Duties: Cleaning, Shopping, Laundry, Meal Preparation. 
Maintenance: Handyman, Gardening. 

Introductory offer £4.60 per hour plus V.A.T 
For a brochure and further information please contact: Miss Sue Jacobs, 
Manager, Pegasus Thamesworth Retirement Homes pic, 23a High Street 
South, Olney, Bucks MK46 4AA 

Tel: 0234 240044 Fax: 0234 240291 




m Sheffield Funerals 


152 HIGH STREET, AYLESBURY. 0296 82160 

or Dial 100 and ask for... 

•FREEPHONE FUNERAL AND MEMORIAL SERVICES' 
24 HOUR SERVICE 

GOLDEN CHARTER 
PREPAID 

PLANS AVAILABLE 


| YOUR PRIVATE FUNERAL SERVICE 



USA HOLIDAYS 

FLORIDA BAHAMAS 
only £149.50 pp 


Over bought corporate packages now available to general public 
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CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 

Boy's Preparatory and Pre-Prep School 
offers CHORAL SCHOLARSHIP lor 
Christ Church Cathedral Choir 
Exeter College Chapel Choir 
and Worcester College Chapel Choir 

VOICE TRIALS 

SATURDAY 9TH MAY 
For further details, please write to 
Allan Mottram, Headmaster 
3 Brewer Street 
OXFORD 0X1 1QW 
(Tel. 0865-242561) 


Her Majesty The Queen has Graciously Given fVmiission for llie Opening of 

FROGMORE GARDENS 

IN THE PRIVATE GROUNDS OF WINDSOR CASTLE 

Oil 

' WEDNESDAY 27th May 1 992 
I Oani to 6pm 

A raw opportunity to «*: TUe Royal Burial Gmiaid, ym**i Victoria'* Tra Horn.*, 
Lane* OniMiiMdal Laka, Tli* Indian kiosk, Tli* Gotlik- Ruin Smiaurrlinm* 
UNLIMITED FREE CAR PARKING 
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS ALL DAY 
PRE BOOKED COACH PARTIES PARTI Ct JL ARLY WELCOME 
TOILET FACILITIES AVAILABLE 

Aduu»uon Cti«yr £ 1 30 per head (aociMi^anird diiklirn umkr 12 yrm* FREE) 
Special discount far -United |>«trs nf 20 aud fiver 
EiM|iiri«i and applk-allou for tickets (wilt* S.A .E.) to: 

NSPCC Area Appeals Office 

Slierwood House, Cores EndRoati, Bourne End. Bucks. SLR 5BD. 
Telephone: 0*2* H5 II 22 
la aid iff 

NSPCC 

National Society for Oie Prevention of Ciuelty In Cliildten 


OIL PAINTINGS FROM VIDEOS 

I will capture a frame from a video tape (in 
place of the normal photograph) and use 
this to commission that special portrait in 
oils of your favourite animal, details to 

Anthony Fryer, SOUTHWOOD FINE ARTS. 
69 South wood Drive, Bristol BS9 2QX 
Tel: 0272 685091 

FULL REFUND IF NOT SATISFIED 


*ADC 

Arterial Disease Clinic 


TREATING CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASES 
HEART ATTACKS, ANGINA, STROKES 

FREE RADICALS, NOT CHOLESTEROL. CAUSE CARDIOVASCULAR 
DISEASE. EXCESS CHOLESTEROL ONLY EXACERBATES THE PROBLEM 
Arterial disease is the main cause of death and disability in the United 
Kingdom. It is largely preventable. 

Britain's first established Chelation Clinic 
9 year's experience following full *ACAM protocol 
Safe and effective protocol over the past 27 years in the USA, where more 
than 2 million Americans have chosen chelation infusions rattier tlian surgery. 
TREATMENT IS CARRIED OUT BY EXPERIENCED MEDICAL 
CONSULTANTS AND DOCTORS. 

•AMERICAN COLLEGE OF ADVANCEMENT IN MEDICINE 
NORTH - 70 THE AVENUE, LEIC.H, LANCASHIRE. 

TEL: 0942 67661 7. FAX: 0942 260285 
SOUTH - 57 A WIMPOLE STREET, LONDON W1M 7DE. 

TEL: 071 486 3812. FAX: .071 486 3816 




STIRLING UNIVERSITY 

SCOTTISH SUMMER 
SCHOOLS 1992 


17 June — 30 August 1992 

On one of the finest campuses in the UK 
Stirling University offers wide variety of 
Scottish Summer Schools. 

Accordion • Bagpipe • Calligraphy 
• Clarsach • Family History 
Research • Gaelic • Highland Dance 
• Painting • Shetland Fiddle • 20th 
Century Scottish Literature 
Day and Weekend Courses also 
available. 

For brochure and further details please 
contact: 

The Summer School Office, Airthrey 
Castle, University of Stirling, Stirling 
FK9 4LA. 

Tel: 0786 67940 



No business like church business 



Four former incumbents, one of them now a bishop, and more than 200 people 
recently celebrated the first 125 years of St Michael’s Church, Abingdon, at a 


special Anniversary Mass. The preacher was the Rt Revd Gordon Roe, Bishop of 
Huntingdon, who was Priest-in-charge of St Michael’s from 1961 tol969 . 
Photographed alongside the him are ( left to right): Barry Smart (now Vicar), 
Keith Kinnaird ( 1978-82), John Williams (1938-44) and John Andrews (1969-76). 


T here are all kind of ways of advertis- 
ing for a churchwarden. How about 
‘Joint Managing Director’, for in- 
stance? That is the line engaged by Eric 
Entwistle, who this year is seeking a fellow 
churchwarden for the church of St Peter and 
St Paul, Stokenchurch. And how to describe 
the church itself? How about ‘Local branch 
of Large English Corporation?’. And then a 
note about growth? “This local branch pro- 
vides services to about 500 people with a 
potential customer base of 6,000”. 

Having got on tack there was clearly no 
stopping him: “While not essential, it is 
desirable that the applicants hold an Engi- 
neering Degree and Accountancy Qualifica- 
tion, have a good income from another source, 
live close to the job and have no conflicting 
priorities.” Excellent, excellent. 

And then the rub. ’There is no monetary 
reward, but satisfaction will be received 
weekly. Applicants must be over 21 and be 
actual communicants of the Church of Eng- 
land”. There is also a deft twist in the tail. 
“This corporation is striving to become an 
equal opportunity employer”. Who said that 
the children of darkness are invariably wiser 
in their generation than the children of light? 

D id you know that the harmonium was 
developed on the basis of the Chinese 
mouth organ, and was named after the daugh- 
ter of Ares and Aphrodite? I have always 
found the instrument cumbersome to play 
and cloying in sound, although in fairness 
Cezar Franck, Dvorak and the Beatles found 
use for it. 

But now another milestone has been reached 
in the history of the harmonium. On Sunday 
May 24, at the Church of St Laurence, West 
Challow, near Wantage, Jenny Orpwood is 
going in for eight hours of sponsored harmo- 
nium playing in aid of the church. There will 
also be refreshments and special requests 
during this marathon. 

But then the Church of St Laurence is a gem 
— Norman doorways, mediaeval stained glass 
and 15th century mass dials. Not only that, 
but the treble bell in the belfry is inscribed: 
“Paul the potter made me — 1283”. It is a 
story of potters who made bells, and harmo- 
nia which make money. 

S aid The Times : “Happy birthday Mr. 

Handel,” . Nor did it not go unnoticed 
in the Diocese that Handel’s ‘Messiah’ was 
first performed in Dublin on April 13, 1742. 
Here at Whitchurch on Thames we celebrat- 
ed on Palm Sunday with a ‘Bring and Sing 
Messiah’, people turning up to join in the 


‘Hallelujah Chorus’ from as far afield as High 
Wycombe in one direction and Swindon in 
the other. I thought it at first a scatty idea. But 
it was amazing how many people cottoned on, 
and thoroughly enjoyed it. 

W rites Jackie Eatock Taylor in the 
Wolvercote Parish News: “Remem- 
ber, the patient may be very sensitive. After 
the operation I was unable to pray — I just 
dissolved into tears; this worried me some- 
what until I realised it was time for others to do 
the praying and I had an idea. I imagined I was 
in the side aisle of one of those huge 
cathedrals(was it Rome or Florence?) looking 
at a dimly lit painting of the crucifixion in the 
distance. Each day I walked a few steps nearer 
the picture. When I reached the point where I 
could see the detail, I was able to pray again.” 
This is an extract from her perceptive and 
amusing ‘A Short Guide to Hospital Visiting’. 
I’m also trying to work out what I will wear the 
next time I visit a parishioner in hospital. 
“Dress cplourfully . The patient will be tired of 
looking at M and S pastel nightwear”. A 
sombrero perhaps? And a rose between my 
teeth?. 

By such criteria the apotheosis of hospital 
visitors would be Radley’s ‘Clerk of the Green 
Cloth’, an ancient appointment authorised by 
the Master of the Queen’s Household and 
recently revived. In the conduct of his (or 
her?) office, the clerk is dressed in a tricorn, 
a flowing green cloak and breeches and is 
expected to assist at all charitable functions. 
Election to the clerkdom is by the votes of the 


people of Radley, the candidates being ex- 
pected to deposit £10 — all but the winner to 
lose their deposits. The next election takes 
place on July 11, 1992. 

B ut why, I ask myself, was an infant 
class, as reported in one parish mag- 
azine, discussing death and funerals? It seems 
a little macabre. Fortunately, children have 
a habit of getting it right. “Funerals’, said 
one little boy,” are very useful.They let God 
know you are on your way!” Macabre, too, 
I find the contents of the Bulletin , the news- 
paper for memorial masons. Had you real- 
ised for instance, that the Westminster As- 
sociation of Relatives have been campaign- 
ing for years to regain the cemeteries sold 
for 15p in West London? And one riveting 
advertisement extols the virtues of a new 
font for inscriptions on gravestones, laser- 
cut on vinyl: ‘The seraphsfs/c) blast out and 
guildfsjc) as shown with no need for hand- 
cutting.’ It plays on the imagination. What 
on earth does it mean? Or is it poetry? 

But then magazines are always a good 
source of poetry. “Where on earth did you 
find that wonderful title? “ somebody asked 
Stevie Smith on the publication of a new 
volume of poetry. “From the parish maga- 
zine, of course,” she replied. “Practically 
every article ends up with it”. And the title? 
‘A good time was had by all’. 

Richard Hughes 
The Revd Richard Hughes is the Rector of St 
Mary’s, Whitchurch upon Thames , in Ox- 
fordshire. J 


xJkamesiieM (_Alu/ising xTfome 


^Wangam Qoad 

^en^-on-^ames, ©kor. 


Beautifully situated on the banks of 
the River Thames with superb 
accommodation. 24-hour Qualified 
Nursing for post operatives, 
convalescent or full rehabilitation 
care of the elderly for short or long 
stays. 


Telephone: Henley 575002 Matron 
Henley 571103 Office 
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Bruising relationships 
but a challenging 
experience for us all 



Hi there, 

I hope you all had a good Easter. 
As we come into May, the impor- 
tant date for Christians is Ascen- 
sion Day, May 28. This is the day 


When the word ‘Domey ’ is men- 
tioned within the congregation 
of the parish church of Chalfont 
St Giles, there are nervous smiles 
and pricked-up ears. 

For the past four years the 
church youth group has spent an 
annual weekend away at the Eton 
Domey Youth Centre, which has 
always proved eventful and en- 
joyable for those of us who have 
been lucky enough to partici- 
pate, and worrying for those 
amidst the congregation who 
only hear the stories! 

Sixteen of us (aged between 14 
and 18) plus a collection of what 
I reckon must be the world’s 
most tolerant youth leaders, made 
the journey to the Eton-Domey 
Centre on a Friday night in 
March. When we were first con- 
formed with the weekend theme 
of ‘relationships’, it seemed a bit 
too deep and meaningful even 
for a bunch of ‘willing to-have- 
a-go and do anything’ dudes like 
us. A very challenging part of 
looking at ‘relationships’ was 
when we were put on the spot 
during some role-play: a time 
when a situation all of a sudden 
became real, ours to deal with as 
so easily could happen (and in 
some cases has). Because of the 
demands and pressures of the 
situation, our peers, our con- 
sciences and our faith, I’m sure 
we reacted more as the people 
w t are rather than thinking up 
the ‘right’ answer, reaction or 
Opinion when confronted with 
issues such as drugs, pregnancy, 
abortion and marriage. 

Another worthy activity was to 
converse with shop assistants — 
trying to go beyond the exchang- 
ing of mere pleasantries and ac- 
cusations of being short changed ! 
This took place while in Wind- 
sor, and we took particular no- 
tice of their reaction to us as 
individuals and sometimes to the 
fact that we were ‘a group of 
teenagers’. The reactions were 
varied as you might expect, es- 
pecially when they were con- 


fronted with a 6ft 2in 18-year 
old asking which water pistol 
was best in v the shop. 

Throughout the weekend we 
had guest appearances from one 
of the parish priests (I think he 
was checking to see if his curate 
was still in one piece ) and the 
chairman of the youth manage- 
ment committee (who was prob- 
ably checking that the priest 
checking on the curate was al- 
right!). 

By this time we were just a bit 
worn out, both mentally and 
physically, but we summoned 
up enough energy for a game of 
football. The game taught us 
why the curate isn’t centre for- 
ward for Spurs. He was more 
like a defender for Mill wall, and 
I’ve still got bruises to prove it. 

Almost without exception we 
all survived, to return to the 
hassles of everyday life. Al- 
though we were all friends and 
knew each other before the 
weekend, I think we now have a 
deeper relationship not only with 
one another but with God. 

Paul Ringer 
Paul( 17) is currently studying 
for his A’ levels at Chalfont 
Secondary School. 


Notice to 
advertisers 

All enquiries concerning advertising 
in this newspaper should be directed 
to the publishers (OxfordDiocesan 
Publications Limited) through its print- 
ers (Goodhead Publishing Limited). 
Advertisements are accepted and pub- 
lished upon the Conditions of Accept- 
ance published from time to time by 
Goodhead Publishing Limited as if in 
those conditions the name of Oxford 
Diocesan Publications Limited was 
added to that of Goodhead Publishing 
Limited and references throughout the 
remainder of the document amended 
accordingly; copies of the Conditions 
of Acceptance are available from 
Goodhead Publishing Limited upon 
request. 

In addition Oxford Diocesan Limit- 
ed and Goodhead Publishing Limited 
for themselves, their servants or agents 
reserve the right to make any altera- 
tion it or they consider necessary or 
desirable in an advertisement and to 
require blocks or copy to be amended 
to meet its or their approval. 



The Revd Norman Wadsworth cuts the first turf for the 
new Didcot All Saints Church of England Aided Primary 
School. He was chairman of the local committee planning 
the school from 1981 until he retired as Rector of All Saints 
in 1991. He is watched by the Revd Tony Williamson, 
Diocesan Director of Education (Schools). The school will 
provide 300 places for children from a new housing estate, 
and will include a nursery class and a community wing. 
The land has been made available by Wimpey Homes. 

The Oxford Diocesan Board of Education is organising 
the building of the school on behalf of the governing body. 
Of the cost of £1,600,000, the Department of Education 
will pay £lm, the Diocesan Board of Education £210,000, 
Oxfordshire County Council £200,000 and South Oxford- 
shire District Council £140,000. The Diocesan Board of 
Education’s money comes from the sale proceeds of church 
schools throughout the Diocese over the years. 

Photo: Courtesy Oxford and County Newspapers 


when we remember that Jesus 
returned to heaven. The disci- 
ples had been overjoyed that Je- 
sus had been with them again 
after His death on the cross, but 
the time came for Him to return 
to heaven, and not be seen in His 
earthly human form any longer. 
You can find the story in Mark 
16: 14-20; Luke 24:50-53; Acts 
1:6-11. Jesus didn’t intend that 
the disciples should be left alone. 
He promised that God would 
send a helper. 

The fact that Jesus is still alive 
but cannot be seen is often con- 
fusing! Susan Sayers wrote a 
book called Including Children 
(published by Kevin Mayhew) 
which helps you to understand 
the Ascension. If the sun is shin- 
ing brightly, and then it is cov- 
ered by cloud so that we cannot 
see it, how do we know it’s still 
there? 


We can think about life and 
growth, light and warmth. If we 
shut ourselves away, life be- 
comes, dull, uninteresting — 
boring even. The same goes for 
our belief in Jesus. Even though 
we cannot see Him, we can often 
see how He is helping those 
around us, and this helps us be- 
lieve in Him. 

In the same way, when we be- 
lieve in Jesus then the way we 
behave helps those who might 
be finding it difficult. If we look 
at it another way, the more we 
learn about Jesus, and put His 
ideas into action, the more we 
realise that He is in those around 
us. 

Some people do special things 
on Ascension Day such as sing- 
ing from the top of a church 
tower. I would be very interested 
to hear of any special things you 
are involved in. 


Make an Ascension Day model 




Buy one 
pair . . . 

choose two! 

When you buy new specs and choose 
a frame costing £24.95 or more you 
can have a complete pair free from 
a large selection of special styles. 

Offer covers same single vision prescription from stock lenses. 

Non-standard, specialised or bifocal lenses available at a small extra charge. 
Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. 

Specsavers ©pete 

42 Northbrook Street, Newbury. 

Telephone (0635) 46105 

David Grieves FADO 
Qualified Optician of Specsavers 


St. Michael's CoUege, Llandaff 

Centenary Events 1992 

May 9th 

College Open Day (10.30 a.m.-6.00 p.m.) 

(In liaison with the Uandafi Diocese Children & Homes 
Committe) 

June 9th 

College Festival (for present and past members of the 
College) 

Sung Eucharist in the Catherdral at 12 noon 

Principal clebrant and preacher The Bishop of Llandaff 

Followed by a Buffet Lunch in the College and the Launch of 

the College 

Appeal for £750,000. 

(By Invitation) 

July 

Publication of Essays on Welsh Canon Law. 

(Edited by Dr. Norman Doe. University of Wales Press.) 
July 3rd 

Summer Ball 

(Arranged by the Llandaff Cathederal Social Affairs 
Committee. Tickets; including Buffet, £10.00). 

October 22nd 

Lecture by the Revd. Professor John MacQuarrie, D.D., 
F.B.A. (Emeritus Lady Margaret Professor of Divinity the 
University of Oxford) in Llandaff Catherdral at 7 p.m. 
(Preceded by Cathedral Even son at 6 p.m.) 


PARCHMENT (Bicester) 

Printers 

and 

Stationers 


Now open in Bicester 

13 DEANS COURT 
MARKET SQUARE 
BICESTER 
Tel: (0869) 322259 

For all your printing, 
copying and 
stationery needs 

Present this advert 
for a 10% introductory 
discount on first purchase. 

One per person 


(A division of 

PARCHMENT (Oxford) LIMITED) 
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ST LUKE S 
NURSING HOME 

Latimer Road, Hcadington, Oxford 0X3 7PF 



St Luke's Nursing Home and Rehabilitation Centre is situated in a quiet 
residential part of Headington. It is purpose built, homely and has many 
modem facilities, including X-ray, hydrotherapy pool and a well equipped 
physiotherapy department. Many of tiie comfortable rooms have en suite 
facilities and televisions, and all rooms have their own telephone. There are 
spacious lounges and dining rooms and all the food is home made. Full 
nursing care is provided and St Luke's has its own medical officer. 

For further information contact the Admissions Secretary on 
(0865) 750220. 


f Chiltems Manor N 

fof retired and elderly 

Northern Heights, Bourne End 

Chiltems Manor offers gracious surroundings 
where residents are treated as guests. 
Families and friends are made very welcome. 
Virtually every amenity is available, and 
guests can balance privacy with 
companionship. 

Frail, elderly and dependant people 
welcomed and caringly looked after. 

For a brochure and further information 
contact 

^Mr« Barar, SRN on 0628 528676^ 





UNIVERSAL CARE* 


CARING IN THE HOME 

We specialise in providing 
companion/housekeepers to enable 
the elderly and infirm to remain 
living in their own homes. 
CHESTER HOUSE, 9 WINDSOR END 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS HP9 2JJ 
Tel: (0494) 678811. Fax: (0494) 
671259 

(EmpAgy FHK Member) 


• Listed Georgian Manor House 
9 Several acres of beautiful gardens 
9 Remote control colour TV and radio in 
all single rooms 
Five beautiful day rooms and conservatory, 
to make family group living a reality 
• Mini bus 

• A renowned reputation for the quality of 
our 24-hour nursing care 
9 Our own occupational therapist 
9 Excellent plain English food 
• Jacuzzi bathing 



THE 


Jems 

RESIDENTIAL CARE 


• Warm, homely Tudor cottage surrounded by open countryside 

• Established reputation for high standards and quality car 
9 Caring, supportive professional staff 9 Short and Long stay 

• Easily assessible garden • Living room with open fireplace 

• Latest modem aids • Social activities to suit individual preferences 

For detailed brochure please contact: 

Mrs G. T. Knight, SRN, OHN: 

The Jems (Residential Care) Home, Wises Firs Road 
SULHAMSTEAD, Berkshire RG7 4EH. Tel: (0734) 832863 



For a free video of the gardens and our brochure please contact: 

FAIR ACRES, CULWORTH, BANBURY OX17 2AT 
Tele: (0295) 768201 


CHILWORTH HOUSE 

Private rest home for the elderly. 24-hour attention by caring staff. 
All amenities available. Single or sharing rooms available. 

For details: 

7 Rectory Avenue, High Wycombe, 

Bucks HPP13 6HN 
Telephone: (0494) 526867 

A member of the British Federation of Care Home Proprietors 


Connect 

Care 

24 hour live-in care and 
housekeeping service at 
home for elderly and 
disabled people. 
Sensible prices. 

Telephone: 

Connect Care 

now, for details on 

0454 321957 



Country lousrns 


4* Emtfgcni'\ Mo*hm» fc«4. 

Employment Bureau 


THE NATIONWIDE CARING SERVICE 

PROVIDES 

Help to enable the elderly and infirm remain in their own homes 
Relief for hard pressed relatives and holiday relief for regular carers 
Post Operative care 

HELP DURING 

Family crisis • Illness • Confinements • Holiday • Business TVips 
ALSO 

Caretakers — Security for the home and care for pets 

NEEDS 

Reliable, flexible, efficient staff to care for the elderly and infirm 
in their own homes or for families in times of crisis. 

Posts 2-4 weeks. Residential, Good Salaries 
Telephone for full information 
24 Hour Answering Service. 


HEAD OFFICE REGION 
0403 210415 ’ WINDSOR 
0904 631369 colchesi 




WINDSOR 0753 832818 
COLCHESTER 0206 768659 


MIDLANDS REGION 
LUTTERWORTH 0455 558858 
CHELTENHAM 0242 263362 
Shrewsbury 0743 353934 


SOUTH WEST REGION 
MOUTH 0752 346636 

H 0225 428438 

)Y!L 0935 410343 


HEAD OFFICE ADDRESS 

10A Market Square. Horsham, West Sussex. RH12 1EU 


CAKE IN CRISIS 


CRISIS PREGNANCY 
CENTRE 


Facing an unplanned pregnancy? 

Ttyrng to cope wiUi ptiysical or emotional problems 
following atatiun. tuacarriage or «]11>iitli? 

Fur free confidential Oiriatian counaelling, 
practical Irlp and advice call: 

(0753) 883101 

Christian Counselling Centres in 
Hillingdon, Slough and High Wycombe 



NOAH'S ARK, 


Pet Transport 
Service 

An invaluable service lor elderly, invalid or 
non-driving pet owners. I will deliver with 
care and safety to vets, kennels, grooming, 
salon and house moves. 

Paulin* Child 

Beaconsfitld (0494) 671737 


ENSTONE 

HOUSE 


★ 

★ 

★ 


★ 

★ 


Close to village shop and 
Post Office 

On main bus route 

Passenger lift to all floors 

All new rooms ground floor 
level— some en-suite 

Lovely spacious 
conservatory 

Residents may bring own 
bits of furniture, etc 

Good wholesome home 
cooking 

Call units to all rooms 

Visiting GP, vicar, 
hairdresser, chiropodist, 
optician and dentist 




TELEPHONE 
(0608) 677375 


Your Personal Diet™ 

Now you can really lose weight 
and eat the foods you enjoy... 
...Guaranteed! 

. Your Favourite Foods 


Recently, medical experts 
discovered that by interblending 
specific food types, dieters can eat 
healthier and with lower fat content. 

You simply select your favourite foods 
from our list provided, and we will rush 
you a 3-month personal computer plan selected 
for quick weight loss. You'll also enjoy new recipes 
and hidden flavours. 

Your Favourite Activities 


Finding new ways to enjoy 
exercising is a key to this 
formulation of computer 
balanced dieting and 
motivation. 
Our program selects the most 
~ effective nutritional 
combinations and schedules for 
maximum weight loss. 
It's surely the safest, most 
trusted diet plan in a world of 
fads, powder shakes and 
miracle pills. 




Endorsed by Physicians 


As well as Registered Dieticians and many prestigious Healthcare Organisations. 


FOR A FREE BROCHURE, CONTACT: 
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(CONSULT US 

Services Agency 

Do you or a relative of yours need help 
in the home? 

If so "Consult us* 

for resident, temporary or long term 
care of the elderly, the sick and the 
young at home. 

Nurses, housekeepers, companions, 
nannies and mothers' helps. 

CONSULTUS AGENCY 

17 London Rosd 
Tonbridge, Kent TNI 0 SAB 
Telephone: Tonbridge 

(0732) 355231 


COMMUNITY CARE 


We provide a caring service for 
the elderly and disabled in their 
own homes. If you have caring 
experience, hours to spare, day 
or night, and transport: 
Please ring (0993) 850050 
for details of pay and hours. 
(Reg as an Emp Agy/Bus) 


COMPLETE CARE 



In a home that's extra special 
Holyport Lodge, Holyport, Nr 
Maidenhead, Berks SL6 2JA 

Step into Holyport Lodge, and you will be struck immediately by 
the natural warmth and friendliness of our Matron and her staff. 
As well as the highest standards of nursing care, we make sure 
everyone lives life to the full. Come and see for yourself our 
Activity Centre, our new refurbished en-suite rooms and much 
more besides. Why not call Matron, Maria Berkeley to discuss 
your requirements further on 0628 781138. 

Also at: 

St Albans/Watford 0923 679989 
Uxbridge 0895 272766 
Harpenden 0582 765966 
Pirton, Nr Hitchin 0462 711626 

COUNTRY HOUSE 

Care as individual as yvaatr 



YEW TREE HOUSE 

Caters for Frail, Elderly, Including 
Alzheimer Sufferers 

• Individual and Independent Care 

• Home from Home Environment 
Fees from £170 per week 

DHSS funded residents welcome. 

Beautiful, peaceful gardens. 

Long, Short and Respite Care 

Tel. HIGH WYCOMBE (0494) 445100 


Dial Ability 

INFORMATION CENTRE 


Rivermead Centre 
Abingdon Road 
Oxford. 

Tel: Oxford 

FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES ?9isi8 

Good range of information held on most topics. 
Some equipment on display for kitchen, bathroom, 
bedroom, general household. 

Continence Clinic held 1st Monday 
of each month, 2.30*4. 30pm. 

RING FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
CONTACT US IF YOU 
HAVE A QUERY 

Call in or telephone between 
1-4pm weekdays or 10-4pm Wednesdays 

Member of the Oxfordshire DuUbiiit) Intomwtion Network (ODIN) 



ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising 
in the tranquilliser-free care of patients with 
Alzheimer's disease. We have qualified and ex- 
perienced staff, large gardens and grounds, and 
beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, 
contact George Tuthill, who will be pleased to 
show you around. 

Wardington House Nursing Home 
near Banbury, Oxon OX17 1SD. 

Telephone: (0295) 750513 



PARKS M LIMITED 


PARK HOME LIVING 
THE OMAR WAY 

A selection of new homes now 
available on our residential parks in 
Kent, Bucks, Berks and Herts 

If you want the peace and tranquility of our rural locations 
but need to commute to the city we probably have just the 
home for you. With prices starting from as little as £30,000 
fully furnished for a comfortable one-bedroomed model to 
around £60,000 for a 2\3-bedroomed luxury home with a 
wide selection of designs to suit every need. 

Finance available (subject to status). 

Further details available from Ted Slough on 

(0784) 453877 



Nursing Home 

Long/short stay accommodtion and Day Care facilities are 
available, with superb food and special diets prepared by our 
excellent chef 

for further details please contact: 

Mrs Abbis , SRN, QIDN 
Halings Lane , Denham , Bucks UB9 5DQ 

Denham (0895) 834470 


• RESTLESS SLEEPER • MOODY • AGGRESSIVE • DISRUPTIVE IN SCHOOL • THIRSTY 
• • WITH CONCENTRATION PROBLEMS • BEDWETTING • ALLERGIES • 

If this sounds like your child (ben contact the 


THE HYPERACTIVE CHILDREN'S SUPPORT GROUP 
71 Whyke Lane, Chichester, West Sussex P019 2LD 
for information 


E. FENNEMORE & SON 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

EST OVER 100 YEARS 

Offering a caring reverent service. 

All work carried out to a very high standard. 
Reasonable charges. 

TEL: MILTON KEYNES 690060 24 HOURS 
PRIVATE CHAPELS • MEMORIALS ERECTED 
32 Western Road, Bletchley 
Milton Keynes 

• A full catering services is also available. 
ALSO AT: 

WOBURN SANDS & ASPLEY GllSE 



Inter-County 
Nursing Services 

The Nursing Agency which 
provides a caring, flexible service 
for all your nursing requirements. 

Please telephone Madie Bills RGN, on 
0753 662298 or 0494 677118 

Licensed by Bucks County Council 



A HOME FROM HOME 



REGISTERED WITH OXFORDSHIRE SOCIAL SERVICES 

Lyndhurst Residential Care Home 

* 24 hour care by experienced staff under the personal supervision of Matron 
Mrs C. M. Bronoch SRN, RSCN. 

★ We are situated in the centre of the village overlooking The Cricket Green. 

★ We offer excellent home cooking with special diets catered for, if required. 

* Long or short-term care, holiday stays and day care available. Plus rooms 
with en-suite facilities. 

For further details contact Matron on: 

GORING (0491) 873397 
LYNDHURST RD, 
GORING-ON-THAMES 
NEAR READING RG8 9BL 



EMMBROOK COURT 

RETIREMENT HOUSING 
WITH A DIFFERENCE 

Security, safety and care in a beautiful setting 

Emmbrook Court, a unique new development by Retirement 
Security Ltd in Reading, is specifically designed for retired 
people who are finding it difficult to manage in their own 
homes, but do not wish to give up their independence and 
want to keep their capital intact. 

Retirement Security has been named by the consumer 
magazine "Which?" as providing comprehensive facilities 
and additional services for their customers. 

Very sheltered accommodation means that if you purchase 
a retirement home at Emmbrook Court you will not have to 
move out even if you become very frail or disabled. 

You will be completely independent, but friendly staff will 
be there every day of the year, 24 hours of the day, should 
you need them. 

At Emmbrook Court, there is a dining room offering very good 
reasonably priced meals, so that if you don't feel like cook- 
ing for yourself, you won't have to. 

Emmbrook Court is managed by local Reading people with 
a wide knowledge of services for retired folk. 

The development is close to shops, but quiet and spacious, 
fully covered by the new National House Building Code for 
Sheltered Housing. 

Owners at Emmbrook Court can also feel safe and secure 
since the developers have taken advice from both police and 
the fire authority. 

Pets are welcome, and the development is set in three acres 
of attractive, private woodland. 

Apartments available from £73,800 (shared equity scheme). 
A brochure and full information is available from: 

RETIREMENT SECURITY LTD 
15 Boult Street, Reading RG1 4RD. 

Telephone: 0734 503745 

(Supported by Nationwide Anglia Building Society) 



Short Term Respite Care in Nursing Homes 

The fund has vacancies for short-term placements for respite care and convalescenes 
at Osborne House, Isle of Wight. Wessex House, Bournemouth and Lammermuir 
House, Dunbar Scotland. 

We are aware of the need to give those caring for a dependant relative a well earned 
break and can admit to our Homes where exceptional care is given by dedicated and 
compassionate staff. 

Pteaae telephone Mrs Shirley Stevens, convalescent bookings on 081-643 0202 
or write to her at: 

Th« CMI Strvlo* Benevolent Fund, Fund House, Anne 
Boleyn's Walk, Cheem, Sutton, Surrey, SM3 BOY 


LADY NUFFIELD 
HOME 

The Lady Nuffield Home is a friendly residential home caring 
for 28 residences; all have their own room. Close to local 
shops, amenities and on city centre bus route. 

Further details from MRS BERYL HOLT RGN, 
NDN, 165 Banbury Rd, Oxford, OX2 7AW. 

Telephone: 

OXFORD (0865) 58044 


TOTAL CARE 

St. Lukes Home for the Elderly 

Marshland Square, Caversham, Emmer Green, Reading. RG4 0RP 
This unique home offers:— 

• All accommodation situated at ground floor level. 

• No steps, stairs or lifts to negotiate. 

• The advantage of en-suite facilities in every bedroom. 

• A sophisticated emergency radio-call system. 

• Your own private telephone line if you choose. 

• Opportunities to remain as mobile as you are able. 

• A high standard of care spanning a 24 hour 7 day week. 

Telephone our Manager on: 0734 461424 


r~ 




ETIRE TO THE WEST COUNTRY 


High quality Cottages and Flats v | 

in period style with gardens and patios’^ 
Somerset/Dorset borders; good road/rail links 
Quiet private Courtyard setting : 

Warden. Meals, cleaning and nursing : |gp> 
services available r }.. : 


Award-winning scheme with style & convenience 



(0935) 817360 


For illustrated 
brochure phone 


Humberts 


(0935) 11211 
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TRAVEL SELL-OUT. West Coast 
Holiday Package to Los Angeles 
and Disneyland for 10 days. Free 
Car Hire. Original Value £531. 
Strictly first 100 callers £99.50 per 
person. Phone our Travel Hotline 
now on 0223 300304. 


PLANNING 

YOUR 

WEDDING? 


Alison 
L’Estrange 
Tel: 084428 427 


PRATTS OF 
DORCHESTER 

Established 1945 

Engine Centre, Short & Full 
Engines, Gearboxes. Large stock of 
manual gearboxes. Differentials — 
large stock. Cylinder Heads — large 
stock. 

★ FITTING SERVICE 
★ MoT TESTING STATION J SEEN% 
Quality and Reliability at TON TUST 
Reasonable prices *^^4^ 

COURTESY CAR FREE ON MAJOR 
REPAIRS 

Tel: OXFORD 340463 


A. B. HARDING 

General Builder 

Friendly reliable service, 
all work guaranteed, 
competitive rates. 

Tel: Reading (0794) 328002 


MQMOOltMLl 

MATURE COUPLE 

without dependent children needed 
to work with us - one who enjoys 
and has experience in gardening 
and the other in housekeeping, 
cooking and caring for guests who 
come for retreats and conferences. 
Cottage accommodation available. 
Details: 

Paul & Ann Persson 
Highmoor Hall 
Henley-on-Thame* 
Oxon RG9 5DH 


c 6UU Si 

k °* Spring Day Conference 
& Saturday, 16 May 1992 
§ I0.3Q-4.30 

•* 

MARIA ASSUMPTA CONVENT 
23 Kensington Square, 

London W8 5HN 
Myths of our Islands 
During this day we will be looking at 
symbols and images which affect the 
psyche of both the native inhabitants 
as well as those who have made these 
islands their home. 

No prior knowledge of the Norse or 
Celtic myths is necessary for the 
enjoyment of the day. 

1ST LECTURE: THOMAS CURTIS 
HAYWARD, PhD, R.C. pariah priest, 
Guild Member 

Pagans, Druids and Christians Today. 

This lecture will take us through the old 
tradition of the Celtic vision, both 
pagan and Christian. 

2ND LECTURE: KIRSTEN 

MILNES, B.A. Jungian Analyst 
The Nordic Pantheon - Man, Woman, 
Love, Power and Strife Woven into the 
Tapestry of Nordic Mythology. 

After an introduction to the Nordic 
scenario, a Jungian view will be 
presented of patterns of inter-action in 
the mythology, and put into modem 
context. 

Registration starts at 10.00. Coffee will 
be served at 10.30am. First lecture 
starts at 11.00, lunch at 1.00pm, 2nd 
lecture 2.30, Tea at 4.00pm. 

THE PLACES ARE LIMITED. 
EARLY BOOKING IS ADVISABLE. 
Please make your cheque payable to 
The Guild of Pastoral Psychology and 
send it with your Names, Address and 
Tel. Number NOT later than 4th May 
1992 to: Yiannis Arzoumanides, 218 
Randolph Ave. London W9 1PF Tel: 
071-328 8955 Please enclose SAE if you 
want a receipt or acknowledgement. 
Conference Fee: Clergy and Students 
£19.00. Others £25.00. 

Coffee, Tea, Buffet Lunch and Wine 
are included in the conference fee. 


DAVID WA9LEY M.A. ATC AMGP 
ARTIST IN STAINED GLASS. 
CONSERVATOR and FER- 
RAMENTA specialist. Tel: 0494 
23978. Somerset House, 145 
London Road, High Wycombe 
Bucks HP 11 1BYT. 


AUTHORS 

YOUR BOOK PUBLISHED 
All subjects including Memoirs, 
Religion, Poetry, Children's Stories and 
Fiction. New authors welcome. 
Write for details to: 
ADELPIII PRESS (Dept. A. 24) 
4/6 ElTie Road, London SW6 1TD 


UNEMPLOYED 

EXECUTIVES 

Support, advice and 
encouragement offered by an 
experienced, qualified, ex-senior 
manager/director. 

One-to-one consultations, help with 
job search, preparation and produc- 
tion of CVs interview techniques 
and personal presentation. 
Reasonable terms. First hour's con- 
sultation free with no obligation. 

Please telephone 
UEX-TIMESLICE 
21 Broadway, 
Maidenhaad, Berks 
SL6 1 JK. (0628) 785466 


A B O^T a F^ 

for your Wedding 
Album, Greetings Cards, 
Testimonials, Mementos, 
Scrolls, Certificates, 
Poems, Posters. 

TONY WITNEY 

4 Church Lane, 
Newland, Witney, Oxon 
0X8 6JZ 
(0993) 774754 


NEW DAY 
INTRODUCTIONS 

We exist to introduce you to that someone 
special, whether you are single, widowed, 
or divorced. 

We are offering you a Professional 
Introduction Service run by caring 
Christians, exclusively for Christians. 
WRITE FOR DETAILS ( ENCLOSING A 
LARGE SA.E.) TO: 

NEW DAY INTRODUCTIONS ( Dept TD) 
5, Yale Terrace, Waterfoot, RosseruiaJe, 
Lancashire, BR4 9JQ 


Oil Paintings from 
Photographs 


The special way to enhance your 
home, wedding, pets' portraits etc. 

Excellent rates. 

Write or telephone: 

15 Sand Premo Parade 
Westcliffe, Essex SS0 7RD 
Tel: 0702 430501 


Ideal centre for visiting Welsh Flower & 
Garden Festival. Ebbw Vale - 
May to September 19G2 

CASANERIFE HOLIDAYS 

Relax and enjoy foe comfort of a modern 
hofiday bungalow situated amidst beautiful 
scenery in SoutvWest Wales. 

Mountains and sea views from the bungalow 
windows. Sleeps six; pafo, large garden. 

Al amenities, plenty to see and do. 

Local fshing, boating, trekking, canoeing. Not 
isolated. 

Phone 0604 870364 for free brochure or send 
SA.E. to: 

Casanerlfe Holidays 
4, Denton Road 
Horton 

Northampton NN7 2BE 


English Country Gardeners 

Arborlcultural Services 
Tree Surgery 
Fully Insured 

Problem trees and hedges. Cemetery 
and garden maintenance. References 
available. Council approved. 

Tel: (0296) S41560 


The day Sam met God 



Here I am! ( Faber, £8.99 ) by Russell Stan- 
nard is about a boy called Sam mucking 
around on a computer, who accidently typed 
“I am”. 

The screen goes blank. Then words come up 
“Hi Sam! How’s it going? “ They have a little 
chat by typing. Sam thinks it is a hacker 
getting into the programme. The hacker then 
makes a little game where Sam goes into the 
computer and sees the Whole Universe. Then 
the hacker said He was God. Sam comes out 
and hears his mother on the stairs, and then 
God says: “If you want to, you can call me 
again by typing 'I AM'. OK? Bye!” 

This book continues the conversation, but 
you must read it to find out more! I enjoyed it 
very much. 

Hannah Fulford (12) 
Hannah attends theBulmer she School in Read- 
ing . It is interesting that for her Sam is a boy, 



for Prof Sfannard has written the book without 
identifying Sam as male or female - Editor. 

...and Richard’s view 

It was a very good book. It’s got clever ideas — 
some of which are really new. The portrayal of 
Sam was good. It was also good in the way it 
showed that God came and went when He want- 
ed to. But you get a bit mixed up with God, 
because it keeps changing from God to the 
hacker. I also think Sam should be a bit more 
respectful. 

The idea about creation being two different 
contradictory stories in Genesis chapters one and 
two muddled me a bit. It was also confusing to 
think that you needn’t take the stories literally. It 
helped me to understand about evil in the world, 
that it wasn’t actually a devil controlling evil but 
evil controlling itself. In other books the fallen 
angel was the devil, This one was different. 

Richard Nunn (14) 


The positive use of wealth 


The Bishop of Oxford’s latest 
book, Is there a Gospel for the 
Rich? (£12.99, published by 
Mowbray on May 21) provides a 
background of Christian thought 
to guide those who create wealth 
in our market economy. As well 
as drawing on Scripture and the- 
ologians, he also uses sources 
ranging from the housing policy 
in Hong Kong through to Brian 
Griffiths, the former head of Mrs 
Thatcher’s Policy Unit. 

The stated aim is to emphasise 
the positive use of wealth, and to 
counteract the negative side of 
capitalism. A further recurring 
theme is the transforming power 
of Jesus Christ on our attitude to 
money and the wider socio-eco- 
nomic order. Bishop Richard also 
feels that Christian discipleship 
today must involve some social 
and political action. 

Few people, he says, admit to 
being wealthy — but his empha- 
sis is more on how our wealth is 
controlled and used. If Christians 
in the past had not been touched 
by a certain ‘holy extravagance’ 
the cathedrals which are so ad- 
mired today would never have 
been built. Positive use of wealth 
should be a major consideration, 
he says. 

He also discusses the concept of 
spiritual and material poverty, 
whether enforced or voluntary, 
and the benefits of giving. If you 
have faith do you need to save, 
and does wealth make it difficult 


to live in simple, total trust of 
God? The Bishop explains that 
Paul ’ s teaching on giving is based 
on his belief that everything in 
this age is passing. Jesus also 
taught his followers not to be 
anxious, but to trust in God who 
loves a cheerful giver. 

However, he makes two points 
very clearly — that there is noth- 
ing wrong with people making 
money to provide for themselves 
and their families, and that the 
world of industry and commerce 
is part of God’s creation just as is 
agriculture. He feels the Church- 
es should be teaching that Chris- 
tians must strive for integrity in 
the daily operations of buying, 
producing and selling. 

I found the chapter on ‘Libera- 
tion Theology’ particularly inter- 
esting with its challenge to apply 
Christianity to our personal situ- 
ation whether we are rich or poor. 
But liberation, says the Bishop, 
can wrongly suggest only libera- 
tion from certain ills, whereas the 
‘transformation’ is for everyone 
and enables us to feel a genuine 
solidarity with the poor and the 
powerless. 

I feel that there is a lack of 
teaching from the pulpit in the 
area of financial matters, despite 
recession and the world’s em- 
phasis on money, so this book is 
timely as well as fascinating. By 
its very nature, Is there a Gospel 
for the Rich? has much theology, 
but nonetheless it is practical in 


its application and readable, and 
has something to say to all of us, 
for instance: “Riches are neither 
good nor bad in themselves. But 
they can be used by those who 
have the right attitudes towards 
them, to do good to others. This 
right attitude , this inner freedom, 
enables a person to use wealth for 
others.... It is not riches that make 


it difficult to enter the Kingdom 
of Heaven but the difficulty of 
eradicating inordinate possessive- 
ness from the soul.” 

Mark Roach 
Mark Roach is a partner at Quest 
Financial Services, Chipping 
Norton and an independent fi- 
nancial adviser. He is also a 
member of the Bishop ’s Council. 


Who cares for 
the carers? 


Caring for the Carers (Kings- 
way, £6.99, in association with 
the Care Trust) by Christine Ledg- 
er who lives in this Diocese, is 
essential reading for anyone who 
is themselves a carer or is sup- 
porting a carer. 

It is sensitively written from the 
viewpoint of someone who knows 
the pressures and problems. 
Christine shares with us her own 
feelings and reactions, as well as 
those of others who have had to 
adjust to long-term care of de- 
pendent children or elderly rela- 
tives. 

She also carefully centres her 
book on Jesus, the great carer. 
His heart went out to those who 
were suffering and He ministered 
to them. Jesus’ compassion reach- 
es out in response to man’s need 


today. The book shows us our 
responsibility to care for those 
who are caring, with guidelines 
to help us support and encourage 
them. Carers need others to rec- 
ognise what they contribute, and 
and also to appreciate that they 
too have needs. They need to be 
able to talk about their own emo- 
tions, and also need practical 
help to lighten the physical bur- 
den of caring. It is also essential 
that they get opportunities for 
both long and short term breaks. 

The book lists a number of or- 
ganisations and useful addresses. 

Janet Fulford 
Janet Fulford is a practice nurse 
and a member of Caring Profes- 
sion Concern. She is also a mem- 
ber of St James* Church, Wood- 
ley near Reading. 


MAPLEDURHAM 

HOUSE, WATERMILL & COUNTRY PARK 

4 miles north-west of Reading on the north bank of the 
River Thames 



Easter Sunday to end of September, 

Weekends and Public Holidays 

HOUSE: 2.30-5pm 

WATERMILL: 1 .30-5.00pm Winter Sundays 2-4pm 
COUNTRY PARK & PICNIC PARK: 12.30pm-7pm 
Last entry 5pm 

Midweek Guided party visits by arrangement. Gift Shop 
Hand-made cream teas and Refreshments. 

River Cruise from Caversham to Mapledurbam 
2.00pm on Open Days. 

HOLIDAY COTTAGES 

The Estate Office, Mapledurham House, Reading RG4 7TR. 
Telephone: 0734 723350 


£15 

jffii 

Mo 

inc. 
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P&P 
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41 Ambleside Grove, Acklam, 

Middlesbrough TS5 7DQ 


VACATION TERM FOR 
BIBLICAL STUDY 

St Anne's College, Oxford. 

25 July-8 August 1992 
Main courses 

Cut tic personnel in O.T. - Rev H. Mowvley. 
N.T. A the family Dr J. Barclay. Themes in 
Genesis 1-11 - Dr R. P. Gordon. Church A 
Stale - Rev J. W. Thurmer. 

Other lectures by Dr. C. Schwobel, Dr A. 
Shukman A Rev J. W. Wenham. Hebrew A N. 
T. Greek at all levels. Full Board £186, 
Lectures £35 per wk. Stay one or two weeks, 
non-residents welcome. Some bursaries 
available. For further details send s.a.e. to: 

Min G. J. Guest, 32 Stanbury Crescent, 
Folkestone, Kent, CT19 6PD 


tiie modern cmiRcnreonrs union 


8TH ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 

High Leigh Conference Centre 
Hoddesdnn, Hertfordshire 

14-17 July 1992 

CHRISTIANITY AND 
EASTERN FAITHS 

HINDUISM, BUDDHISM AND 

SICKIIISM 

In the Chair: Professor John Hick 

Thisyear’s conference seeks to learn 
something of the great Eastern 
Faiths, their attitude to Christianity 
and to engage in dialogue with them. 
Booking detials may be obtained 
fwm : 

Conference Secretary: 

The Revd Nick Henderson, 
St. Martin's Vicarage, 

25 Birch Grove, Acton, 
London W3 9SP 
(Tel: 081 992 2333) 
or 

Booking Secretary: 

The Revd Philip Harratt, 

The Vicarage, Chirbury, 
Montgomery, Powys SY15 6BN 
(Tel: 093 872 218) 
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St Matthew's, ‘Reading 


Parish: Tilehurst Group Ministry 
also includes St Birinus, Calcot. and 
the four Tilehurst churches — St 
Catherine of Siena, St Mary 
Magdalene, St Michael, St George. 
History: 25 years old this year. 
Designed by Sir Basil Spence, the 
architect of Coventry Cathedral. 
Windows by the distinguished artist, 
John Piper who lives in the Diocese. 
Electoral roll: 144. 

Clergy: The Revd Derek Spears. Non 
Stipendiary Minister - the Revd Ken 
Cooper. 

Sunday services: Family Service 
9.30am; Holy Comm. 8am (1st and 
3rd Sundays); Evensong (Lent only). 
Weekday Services: Wednesday — 
9.30 Holy Communion; Pram Service 
and Children’s Praise - Thursday 
1.30pm. Major saints’ days — 

7.30pm Holy Communion. 

Occasional Evening Praise service. 
Prayer Book: Alternative Service 
Book Rite A. 

Hymn Books: New English Hymnal; 
Hymns for Today; Mission Praise 1 
and 2. 

Music: Organists- Diana Gay and 
Maureen Goderey. Four regular choir 
ladies augmented on special 
occasions. 

Sunday School: 9.30am in the church 
hall in term time. Then rejoins the 
congregation. Children are actively 
involved in the worship particularly 
for Mothering Sunday, harvest, 
Christingle services etc. 

Youth: Explorers and Path Finders 
(five leaders); Brownies and Guides. 
Magazine: Edited by Mrs Anne 
Crowhurst. Mostly church news. 
Other activities: There have been 
several Family Days of all day 
activities for all ages. 25th 
anniversary celebration week of 
September 19 - 27.will include: 
‘Memories’ flower festival (19 and 
21st ), Bishop John Bone’s visit for 
the patronal festival (23), Children’s 
party (23), Games Evening (23), 
Ecumenical Songs of Praise(24), 
Sainsbury Singers concert (25), 
Harvest Festival Weekend ( 26/27). 


A church for today 


outhcote is a surburban parish on 
the outsirts of Reading, with a 
population of 11,000, which de- 

1 from the 1930s into a mixed area 
ite and council housing estates, 
iouthcote Lane and up the hill is St 
w’s Parish Church overlooking 
tion Square, the only church in the 

2 designed by Sir Basil Spence, the 
:t of Coventry Cathedral. 

ig the early 1950s, St Matthew’s 
rt of St Mary’s Parish, Reading, 
le regular place of worship for the 
of Southcote was the Old Bam in 
ote Clinic. This unsuitable venue 
le formation of a District Commit- 
l the building of the church hall in 
iber 1954, which was used for reg- 
mday worship until a new church 
:dicated 25 years ago by Bishop 
Carpenter. In 1981 problems with 
: roof led to an extensive repair 
mme which closed the church for 
han three years, and services were 
gain held in the church hall, 
yellow brick building is diamond 
1, and has its comer set to the road. 
ier stark exterior is relieved by some 
irrow windows around its front cor- 
and a 
s i v e 
cross 
) it de- 
the 
ng as a 
stian 
of wor- 
>etback 
the 
it has a 
sd area 
front 
h is 
itained 
m of the 
h on a 


Pictured by Frank Blackwell: (right) the Vicar, the Revd Derek Spears, outside St 
Matthew’s, and (above) a service taking place 


foot high metal cross set into the floor, 
which was presented to the church by a 
parishioner. A Laudian altar frontal in the 
modem tradition and tapestry hatchment 
on the wall were designed and made by 
the Sarum Group. 

My wife, Pat, and I joined a congrega- 
tion of about 150 including children, with 


Our guest reporter, Okon Ironbar 

Okon Ironbar came originally from from Nigeria. He 
was previously, Course Manager/Senior Tutor 
sibie for continuing education and trainii 
East Berkshire District Health Authority 
retirement four years ago. He is now an 
training consultant providing staff 
grammes for nurses in the private sector of health care. 
He worships at All Saint’s 
member of Bracknell Deanery Synod and 
Diocese Race Group. 


onalba- 

3ut some shrubs and flower beds 
1 add further to its beauty, 
de, the church’s open design gives a 
ig of space and light, which is en- 
ed by the concealed lighting round 
/alls together with its cheerful sun- 
: yellow colour scheme 
:he wall to the right of the entrance, is 
lutifully-carved wooden plaque de- 
ng St Matthew. The two windows 
in the church area by John Piper are of 
em design in painted fibreglass. The 
: altar is set across a comer. Above it 
spended a wooden ‘Christ in Glory’ 
:h was a gift to the church in the mid 
)s, and is believed to have come from 
To the south of the altar is a twelve 


90 communicants celebrating Parish Com- 
munion, Church Parade and Mothering 
Sunday. The service was conducted by 
the Revd Derek Spears and supported by 
Sunday School children who read the 
lesson and led intercessions. Mrs Pat Wil- 
lis, Sunday School Leader, led the Sun- 
day School children in a dance on the 
theme of the Mission Praise 2 song ‘O 
Lord your tenderness’ as an act of wor- 
ship and expression of joy. After the 
service spring flowers were distributed to 
mothers, and there was coffee in the church 
hall. 

Although St Matthew is a ‘middle of the 
road’ church, eucharistic vestments, for 
instance, are used and there are many 


different opportunities for worship includ- 
ing the occasional evening Praise Service 
and a weekly pram service for mothers 
and toddlers. 

There are about 144 parishioners on the 
Electoral Roll and the usual Sunday con- 
gregation at Parish Communion is about 
1O0. Five members who take an active 
part in 
church ac- 
tivities are 
of West In- 
dian origin. 
Efforts are 
being made 
to encour- 
age church 
attendance, 
and last 
Christmas 
copies of 
The DOOR 
as well as 
the usual 
church 
Christmas 

cards were distributed to every house in 
the parish — but with little obvious suc- 
cess, unfortunately. 

St Matthew’s is also activeley involved 
in the wider Church. It plays its part in 
helping to run an ecumenically organised 
Drop-in-Centre in a neighbouring parish 
where socially deprived and homeless peo- 
ple are welcomed and helped. The PCC 
supports the concept of the ordination of 
women, and is currently contemplating 
discussion on the parish’s vision for the 
Decade of Evangelism (See the February 
DOOR). 

The parish has been served for the past 
eight years by the Vicar, the Revd Derek 
Spears, supported by an Assistant Curate, 


the Revd Ken Cooper, and two lay read- 
ers, Peter Grosse and Sam Weller. Sam 
spent all his working life doing mission- 
ary work for the CMS in Ogogo, Nigeria, 
where he was also a lay reader in Lagos 
Cathedral, and then with SPCK in the 
diocese of Singapore. His wealth of knowl- 
edge, experience and wisdom is an asset 
to the parish where he has served for six 
years and settled in retirement. 

Derek Spears came originally from North- 
en Ireland, and he is widely known in the 
Diocese for his work as Honorary Secre- 
tary of the Corrymeela Community Link 
in this country, which endeavours to bring 
about peaceful understanding in North- 
ern Ireland. 

He travels widely on his super BMW 
motorbike both here and abroad, and in 
1989 visited Israel to raise money and 
support for the Corrymeela Community. 
He is also an accomplished musician and 
plays several instruments, livening the 
church services with his arrangements 
and performances. 

There is a general consensus that the 
modem design of St Matthew’s has been 
difficult to accept by some who have 
fixed ideas of what a traditional church 
should look like. The truth lies in the 
remark of Mandy Cobb, one of the church- 
wardens that “the church is where our 
hearts are”. 

There is much more to St Matthew’s 
than its building. The warmth of friend- 
ship and atmosphere of belonging, and 
the activity-packed and varied services 
enriched by the Sunday School children’s 
music and dancing, mean that St Mat- 
thew’s is very much a church for today. 
It is looking forward very much to cele- 
brating its silver jubilee on September 20 
this year. 


— “ - — Advertisement Feature 1 

Active life in a caring home 

lolyport Lodge pioneers new approaches in care for elderly 


t Holyport Lodge, Holyport, nr. 
iaidenhead, management and 
aff believe their success is as 
uch due to the social environ- 
ent they provide as to the high 
andaro of physical care, 
ountry House nurses are 
fined to help in the rehabilita- 
jn of residents and a high staff 
tio ensures that there is usually 
lenty of time for a cfcat and 
>me social activity. 

Country House has gone one 
ep further in its homes and at 
olyport Lodge, Berkshire’s pre- 
ier nursing home in the pic- 
resque village of Holyport, 
ere is a purpose-built activities 
:ntre designed to help residents 
ay mentally active in their 
rily lives. 

The Centre is run by two activ- 


ity organisers, Jane Pilcher and 
Sylvia Howse. Matron comment- 
ed, “We aim to bring out the 
most in people and encourage 
participation without any com- 
pulsion. Activities are very indi- 
vidual and that is the way we 
care for our residents.” 

The Centre offers facilities for 
a whole range of hobbies includ- 
ing gardening, handicrafts of all 
kinds, and the simple relaxation 
of reading or listening to music. 

There are regular outings to 
places of interest such as a recent 
trip to Windsor Great Park, 
entertainment and talks by 
selected speakers, which all cre- 
ate that all-important feeling of 
well being. 

As Jane Pilcher commented, 
“We like to make our residents 


feel special, so for example, 
when we went to the Theatre 
Royal to see the City Ballet per- 
form, we arranged a surprise 
meeting with members of the 
cast and I know it gave everyone 
a big thrill.” 

Within the Activities Centre 
there is an excellent hairdressing 
salon, and a well equipped phys- 
iotherapy area. 


Holyport Lodge, which prides 
itself on its friendly and homely 
atmosphere, offers 24-hour qual- 
ified nursing to residents requir- 
ing long stay, short stay, post 
operative, holiday and convales- 
cent care. 

The Home has recently added 
some new en suite rooms. 
Shared rooms are available from 
£325 per week and from £350 


for a single room. There are 
reductions available for couples. 
The home operates a Care Fees 
Payment plan which for a lump 
sum guarantees care for life. If 
you would like further details 
about funding care or the facili- 
ties available, please call our 
matron, Maria Berkely. She will 
be delighted to answer your 
questions. 


COUNTRY HOUSE HOMES 

Holyport Lodge, 

Clare House, 

Pirton Hall, 

Nr Maidenhead, Berks 

Uxbridge, Middlesex 

Nr Hitchin. Herts 

Matron, Maria Berkeley 

Matron, Tricia Holmes 

Matron, Ann Salt 

0628 781138 

0895272766 

0462 711626 

Tenterden House, 

Field House, 

Oakcroft House, 

St Albans, Herts 

Harpenden, Herts 

West Byfleet, Surrey 

Matron, Lesley Cockbain 

Matron, Mary Achermann 

Matron, Vivien Grieve 

0923 679989 

0582 765966 

0932 352766 
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WHAT’S ON 


MAY 

Sat 2 HAMBLEDEN. Music for piano 
& wind performed by Quintus. 7.30pm, 
parish church, £5.50. Includes Mozart, 
Schumann, Stamitz, Poulenc, Heinrich 
von Herzogenberg. Tel: 0491 574652. 
Sun 3 - Mon 4 KEMPSTON, nr Bed- 
ford. Exhibition of Archbishop of Can- 
terbury’s enthronement robes. Sun 1- 
6pm, Mon 10am-6pm, All Saints Parish 
Church. £2, under-lOs £1, inc. cream 
tea. Tel: 0234 852480. 

Mon 4 WOKINGHAM. Craft fair St 
Paul’s parish rooms, Reading Rd. 
10.30am-4pm. Plus cakes, books, re- 
freshments, raffle. 

Mon 4-Fri 8 SUTTON COURTENAY. 
‘Art Meditation & Theology’ with Jyoti 
Sahi. Residential. The Abbey, Tel. 0235 
847401. 

Thurs 7 AYLESBURY. Students from 
the Royal Academy of Music play ‘Mu- 
sic at Lunchtime’ at St Mary’s 
Church. 12.45pm. Contact June Holt, 
0296 622138. 

Sat 9-Sun 10 IVER HEATH. Art & 
Craft Festival. Sat 10am-6pm Sun 11am- 
5pm. St Margaret’s Church. 

Sun 10 HOOK NORTON. Colegrave 
Seeds glasshouses open to the public in 
aid of St Peter’s Church. Spectacular 
display of spring colour. 12noon-pm. 
£1, children free. Refreshments. 

Sun 10 STREATLEY. Durufle Requi- 
em & full supporting programme sung 
by Oxford’s Bartlemas Singers. 8pm, St 
Mary’s Parish Church. £4. Tel: 0491 
872686. 

Sun 10CROWMARSH. Car Boot Sale 
9am- 12.30pm at the village hall in aid of 
the church restoration fund. £5 per pitch. 
Tel: 0491 39453. 

Sun 10 OVING, Bucks. Service in All 
Saints Church, 6pm. Preacher: Canon 
Keith Weston. 

Thurs 15 AYLESBURY. Cellist Jane 
Fenton plays ‘Music at Lunchtime’ at St 
Mary’s Church. 12.45pm. Contact June 
Holt, 0296 622138. 

Sat 16 ISLIP. May Market. 10.30am- 
lpm on the Cross Tree Green. For church 
funds. Tel: 08675 5238. 

Sat 16 OXFORD. Coffee morning in St 
John’s Home, St Mary’s Road. 10.30am. 
Tel: 0865 247725. 

Sat 16 BEACONSFIELD. The Minis- 
try of Healing’ day workshop with the 
Revd Christopher Hamel-Cooke, found- 
er of St Marylebone Healing & Counsel- 
ling Centre. 10am-4pm St Mary & All 
Saints, Windsor End, Old Beaconsfield. 
Bring lunch. Details/enrolments: Chil- 
tem Christian Training Programme 0628 
819099 ext 246 weekday mornings. 

Sat 16 ASCOT. Garden Open in aid of 
Berkshire Churches Trust. Rhodeden- 
drons, azaleas plus plant & produce stall. 
Coffee & entrance £1 . Haining Cottage, 
Brockenhurst Rd, S Ascot, Berks. Tel 
0344 20840. 

Sat 16 GREAT MISSENDEN. Ban- 
ner Making’ practical demo with Priscil- 
la Nunnerley, teacher/author. 10am- 
12.30pm Baptist Church, High St. £4. 
Details/enrolments: Chiltem Christian 


Training Programme 0628 819099 ext 
246 weekday mornings. 

Sat 16-Sun 31 SUTTON COURTE- 
NAY. The Abbey in Artweek, featuring 
exhibitions of work in many media, day 
workshops and The Abbey open day on 
Sun. 31. Details: 0235 847401. 

Mon 18 BEACONSFIELD Gerrards 
Cross Chapter of the Full Gospel Busi- 
nessmen’s Fellowship International 
monthly dinner meeting. 7pm for 7.30pm, 
Fifth Avenue Restaurant, Maxwell Rd. 
Book by May 11. Tel: Bob Sutton 02407 
4689. For details of future dinners tel 
Norman Wraight 0753 526474. 

Wed 20 WANTAGE. Healing Service, 
8pm Parish Church of SS Peter & Paul. 
Eucharist with laying on of hands. Tel: 
02357 2829. 

Thurs 21, AYLESBURY. Pianist, Carol 
Yu will be playing ‘Music at Lunchtime’ 
at St. Mary’s Church. 12.45pm. Contact 
June Holt, 0296 622138. 

Fri 22 FINGEST. Healing service with 
laying on of hands & anointing at Holy 
Communion. 10. 15am St Bartholomew’s. 
Sat 23 COOKHAM DEAN. Bridge sup- 
per at the Holy Trinity Parish Centre in 
aid of Relate, Middle Thames Marriage 
Guidance Council. Tables £26. Contact 
Jill Cawthome, 0628 484118. 

Sat 23-25 APPLETON. Flower festival 
at St. Laurence’s on ‘ Celebrations ’ . Opens 
2.30pm Saturday. Concert on Sunday 
evening by the Nicolas Quintet. Teas 
Daily. Monday morning coffee. Ring Rev 
R G Penman, 0865 862458. 

Sat 23-Mon 25 PITSTONE, nr Ayles- 
bury. Pitstone Church Spring Festival. 
Sat 2-6pm, Sun & Mon 1 lam-6pm. Flow- 
ers, art, crafts, refreshments. Evensong 
6pm. Tel: 0296 661544. 

Sun 24 WEST CHALLOW, nr Wan- 
tage. Sponsored harmonium playing by 
Jenny Orpwood.lOam-6pm St Laurence 
Church. For church funds. To sponsor, 
tel: Joyce Orpwood, 02357 69384. 
Sun24-Mon25 EVENLEY WOOD, nr 
Brackley . Woodland garden open. Spring 
bulbs, rhodedendrons, magnolies, azal- 
eas. £1 in aid of All Saints, Mixbury. 
Entrance from Mill Lane, Evenley. Sorry, 
no dogs. 

Sun 24-25 ISLIP. Garden filled with 
ornamental wildfowl open to the public at 
Mill Farm, Mill Street. Teas available. 
All proceeds are going to the Islip Church 
Bells Restoration Fund. Ring Pat Chap- 
pie, 08675 5328. 

Mon 25 WROXTON, nr Banbury. 
Church fete & craft fair. lpm. Punch & 
Judy, stalls, side shows, teas. Garden open 
for National Garden Scheme. Tel: 0295 
730354. 

Thurs 28 AYLESBURY. Violinist, Sal- 
ly Fenton and pianist, Georgina Vale will 
play ‘Music at Lunchtime’ at St Mary’s 
Church. Contact June Holt, 0296 622138. 
Sat 30. OXFORD. Thanksgiving for new 
Anglican Province of Zaire at Christ 
Church Cathedral, 3pm. Preacher: Revd 
Jeremy Pemberton, celebrant the Bishop 
of Dorchester. Details 0734 7344607 or 


0865 250688. 

Sat 30 AYLESBURY. Concert by The 
Charles Pope Chamber Orchestra at St 
Mary’s Church. Contact June Holt, 0296 
622138. 

Sat 30 EAST HAGBOURNE, nr Did- 
cot. A concert of 16th Century music to 
mark the 450th aniversary of the Oxford 
Diocese. Jeremy Broughton, organ & 
harpsichord, The Vineyard Singers, con- 
sort of recorders & viols. Janet Hilton 
conducting. £3, cone. £2 for church funds. 
For tickets tel : Oliver St John 0235 8 1 8437 
or Harry Claxton 0235 815475. 

Sat 30-Sun 31 SOUTH NEWINGTON. 
Church Fete & open weekend. Exhibition 
of wedding dresses & christening robes, 
teas, paintings in village hall, garden open. 
Stalls, children’s games on Sat. on the 
Poleaxe. £1.50, cone. £1 children free. 
Tel: 0295 721438. 

Sat 30-Sun, June 7 AYLESBURY. Ex- 
hibition of painting, pottery, photogra- 
phy, calligraphy, cards and sculpture at 
the Chapter House. 10am to 4pm daily 
except during services. Contact June Holt, 
0296 622138. 

Sun 31 BANBURY. Deddington Dean- 
ery Eucharist at 10am in St Mary’s , 
Banbury. Joint church celebration with 
guest preacher, John Samways from St 
Aldates, Oxford. Children especially wel- 
come. Contact Adrian Inscoe, 0608 
737931, for details. 

JUNE 

Tues 2 AYLESBURY. ‘Cowles in Cam- 
era’ concert at St Mary’s Church. A mix- 
ture of music by Colin Cowles for string 
sextet and saxophone. Contact June Holt, 
0296 622138. 

Sat 6 AYLESBURY. Concert by The 
Amabile Ensemble at St Mary’s Church. 
String trio and oboe. Contact June Holt, 
0296 622138. 

Sat 6 DORCHESTER— ON- 

THAMES. ‘Growing up in the Holy 
Land’, a day conference as part of Chil- 
dren of Palestine Week. Tel: Gill King, 30 
Churchill Road, bicester, Oxon OX6 7UB. 
SAT 6 HAMBLEDEN . Concert of words 
& music by Clive Conway, flute, David 
Watkins, harp, Jean Marsh, speaker. Incl. 
Vivaldi, Handel, Shakespeare, Siegfried 
Sassoon plus many others. 7.30pm Parish 
Church of St Mary the Virgin. Tel: 0491 
574652. 

Sat 6 DORCHESTER-ON-THAMES. 

Garth Hewitt, singer/songwriter. 7.30pm 
Dorchester Abbey. In aid of Medical Aid 
for Palestinians. £4 from Gill King, 30 
Churchill Road, Bicester Oxon OX6 7UB. 
Sat 6 SLOUGH. Workshops on race 
issues chaired by Rt Revd Patrick 
Kalilombe. 10am Combating racism in 
society; 2pm Combating Racism in the 
Church. St Andrew’s Methodist Church. 
Also 8pm at St Mary’s ‘Worship around 
the Christian World’ with the Rt Revd 
Patrick Kalilombe. Details: 11 Sussex 
Place, Slough SL1 1NH. 

Sat 6 CUDDESDON. Church fete 
2.15pm in the grounds of Ripon College, 
20p. Oxford Junion Silver Band, grand 


draw, refreshments, children’s sports & 
fancy dress, stalls & side shows. Tel: 
08677 4319. 

Sat 6-Sun 7 WOODLEY, nr Reading. 
St John’s Church Flower Festival with a 
theme of Journey into Life. And a music 
& craft fair. Concert Sat. 6.30pm-8pm 
followed by barbeque. Refreshments. 
Tel: 0734 697956. 

Sun 7 SLOUGH. Rt Revd Patrick 
Kalilombe preaching: 9.30am St An- 
drew’s, Cippenham, 1 lam St Ethelbert’s 
RC Church. Details: 11 Sussex Place, 
Slough SL1 1NH. 

Sun 7 OXFORD. The Rt Revd Jack 
Spong, Bishop of Newark, New Jersey 
leads a discussion on lesbian & gay spir- 
ituality. 8pm the Old Library, University 
Church, High St (entrance in Radcliffe 
Square). Tel: Paul Ranger, convenor, 
Oxfordshire group of the Lesbian & Gay 
Christian Movement, 4 Fane Rd, Oxford 
OX3 0SA, 0865 728304. 

Tues 9 MILTON KEYNES. Prayer 
Power’. 10.30am-3pm Church of Christ 
the Cornerstone. An ecumenical day to 
deepen your faith & to pray the Decade of 
Evangelism into a living reality. Tel: Elis- 
abeth Taylor 0235 850976. 

Sat 13 ISLIP. A concert by the Oxford 
Welsh Male Voice Choir directed by Gif- 
ford Waring. Organist Brian Tidy. Retir- 
ing collection. Ring Mrs Pat Chappie, 
08675 5238. 

Sat 13 LONDON. ‘Festival of Faith 
Mass’, lpm Wembley Arena. Organised 
jointly by Cost of Conscience, Women 
Against the Ordination of Women & the 
Association for Apostolic Ministry. Tick- 
ets £5. Check with your church - there 
may be a coach organised or join the 
coach from Holy Trinity, Reading, 10am, 
picks up in Bracknell & Windsor. Coach 
£4.50. Tel Fr Bonham, 0734 572650. To 
book ticket only tel Wembley Arena box 
office 081 900 1234. 

Sun 21 MILTON KEYNES. Ecumeni- 
cal Signed Service of Praise, 3pm at the 
Church of Christ the Cornerstone. The 
Diocesan Deaf Church Choir will lead the 
signing of the hymns. Tel: Roger Wil- 
liams, chaplain with deaf people 0235 
815047. 

Tues 23 COOKHAM DEAN. Bridge 
Tea in aid of Birthright at the Holy Trinity 
Parish Centre. Tables £14. Details are 
available from Jill Cawthorne, 0628 
484118. 

Thurs 25 OXFORD. Deaf Awareness 
Day, 1 0am-4pm the Deaf & Hard of Hear- 
ing Centre, St Ebbes. Free. Bring lunch. 
To book phone: Gill Pratley, Diocesan 
Institute, 0865 244566. 

Sal 27 NORTH LEIGH. Handbell con- 
cert. 7.30pm Memorial Hall. Weldon 
‘Tune’ Ringers & Oxford ‘Method’ Ring- 
ers. £2.50 inc. refreshments. Tickets from 
E D Patching, 7 Common Close, North 
Leigh, OX8 6RG. 

Mon 29 BEACONSFIELD Dinner 
meeting of the Gerrards Cross Chapter of 
the Full Gospel Business Men’s Fellow- 
ship International at the 5th Avenue Res- 
taurant. The speaker is Peter Spreckley, 
solicitor. Bookings to Bob Sutton, 02407 
4689. 


Rouse & Sadler 

HEALTHCARE 

58B High Street 
Aylesbury 
0296-415003 

EQUIPMENT FOR THE ELDERLY 
AND DISADLED 

GIVE US A CALL TO DISCUSS 
YOUR INDEPENDENCE AND 
EASIER LIVING AT HOME OR 
OUT AND ADOUT 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9-5.30 



Tel: 415003 


Silent Power 

Jesus said: “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed 
upon the ground, and should sleep and rise night and day, and the seed 
should sprout and grow, he knows not how. The earth produces of 
itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear...But 
when the grain is ripe, at once he puts it in his sickle, because the 
harvest is come” (Mark 4, 26-29). 

If there had been elections in first century Palestine in our Lord ’s day, 
this gem-like parable, which St Mark alone preserves, would have 
spoken to the people’s condition. For it suggests that beneath all the 
noise and clamour, there are deeper, silent, imperceptible processes at 
work through which God brings to pass his own inscrutable purpose. 
The lesson is there for all to see in nature, so dull and dead in winter, 
so resplendent in the spring. But the processes are hidden from sight. 
We cannot hasten them or delay them. We can only welcome them. 

Elections are necessary, and we can thank God for a society in which 
free elections are possible, but they necessarily operate on the basis of 
the immediate, the practical, the discernible. They inevitably ignore 
the silent power, which operates beneath the surface of things, 
transforming life and thought, without, so it would seem, any visible 
evidence. Who could have traced or predicted the subterranean 
activity which issued in the collapse of the Soviet Union? What 
Roman emperor could have perceived the mighty forces at work on his 
empire which would lead to the Christianisation of Europe? Who can 
measure the forces at work in his own life, which change him and 
transform his relationships, and open his mind to the reality and the 
power of God? 

The election is over. The captains and the kings have departed, but 
the seed goes on secretly beneath the surface, and God’s loving, 
invincible purpose for humanity is still on course. “Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done.” Stuart Blanch 

Lord Blanch, former Archbishop of York, lives near Banbury . 


Scrap family on tour 



Mr Scrap and Belinda may be weighed down with a load of 
care but ‘The Show must Go on’ will still be touring England 
and Wales in June and July. Scripture Union commissioned 
the Footprints Theatre Company to write and produce this 
second adventure of the Scraps, a family of touring perfomers 
who tend to get loaded down with cares as well as luggage. The 
story is based on Jesus’ parable of the unforgiving servant 
Like the first adventure which was widely acclaimed when it 
toured in 1988 and 1991, The Show Must Go On is part of the 
Scripture Union’s family work. It is suitable for both children 
and adults to watch together. The Scrap Family will be in 
Reading at the Rivermead Leisure Centre on June 17 at 
7.30pm. Tickets (£3.50 adults, £3.25 children) are available 
from the Scripture Union, 11 Masons Avenue, Wealdstone, 
Harrow HA3 5AH. Tel: 081- 861 3257 


NOTICES 

FREE: 50 English Hymnal books in 
reasonable condition for small donation 
to St Laurence Church, West Challow. 
Tel: 02357 69384. 

8TH NATIONAL CHRISTIAN RE- 
SOURCES EXHIBITION Tues May 
19-Fri 22. Sandowen Park Exhibition 
Centre, Esher, Surrey. 10am-5.30pm dai- 

iy- 


TIME FOR TEA 

We hope to repeat our ‘Church Teas’ 
guide in the July DOOR. Whether you 
can offer teas or coffees and biscuits to 
visitors occasionally or regularly dur- 
ing the summer, please let us have the 
details by June 1 and we will do our best 
to include them. Please make sure you 
give precise opening times, details of 
what you offer and whether or not there 
is wheelchair access. 


MAY STOP PRESS 
CONCERTS IN ST MARY’S 
CHURCH, ADDERBURY. May 10, 24 
and June 7 at 7.45pm. . 

Wed 27 OXFORD. Oxford Project for 
Peace Studies Lecture: ‘Alternative Ap- 
proaches to International Relations’ by 
Dr Mary Kaldor. 8.15pm in the Seminar 
Room, St Antony’s College. Details from 
Alison Ware, 0865 311606. 

Mon 18 OXFORD. Open meeting of 
Christian Ethical Investment Group at 
Friends Meeting House, 43 St Giles, by 
Peter Webster of EIRIS at 8pm with buf- 
fet meal bookable at 7.30pm. Details Pa- 
tricia Raines 0865 60126. 

Sat 23 MARCH FOR JESUS EUROPE 
1992. See Page 3. 

Fri 29- Sat 30 READING. Berkshire 
Records Office Open Day to celebrate the 
Diocese’s 450th anniversary, Shire Hall, 
Shinfield Park. 


OUR WORK IS CARING 



Running eight residential and nursing homes, THE CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND PENSIONS BOARD offers security and peace of mind 
to all those retired from the stipendiary ministry. 

A new home has recently opened, increasing places available, but 
funds are urgently needed to build further homes to cope with the 
growing number of pensioners who seek our help. 

Your donation or legacy will help us to continue this much needed 
work for those who have cared for others in the name of Christ. 

PLEASE HELP US IN ANY WAY YOU CAN 
THANK YOU 

A copy of a new appeals brochure, illustrating the Board's charitable 
work, or words for inclusion in a Will are available from the 
Secretary. 

The Church of England Pensions Board (td) 
7 Little College Street 
London SW1P 3SF 

Reg. charily 236627 




